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To the Right Honorable | 
dir Henry BeLLaAsTs, 


Lieutenant-General of His 
Majeſty's Forces. 


Honored Sir, . 
Edications are now ſo much in 
faſhion, that a Book which 


appears Without one, is {carce 
look'd upon; People thinking the 
Author, who omits what is ſo generally 
practisd, is altogether deftitute of a 
Friend capable of prote&ing and coun- 
renancing him ; -for which reaſon only, 
ler the merit of the Book be never ſo 
great, few will give themlelves the 
trouble of reading more than the Title- 
page. To prevent which, and thankful- 
ly ro acknowledg the manifold Favors 
you have generouſly confer'd upon me, [ 
have preſum'd to prefix your Name to 
this Eflay. I can't flatter my ſelf ſo far 
as to think any thing in it worthy to 
F 4 enter- 


_ Dedication. 
entertain a Perſon of your parts : But 
ſince it coms from one fill'd with a ſenſe 
of Gratitude, I have reaſon to hope it 
may meet a kind Acceptance ; well 
knowing that ſmall things have ſom- 
times a Value ſer upon them, eſpecially 
when made the Offerings of Reſpe&, 
Eſteem, and Thankfulneſls. It would 
be roo great an Honor to meto declare 
how readily you have appeard to ſerve 
me when I ſtood moſt in need of your 
Aſſiſtance : For which I can't better ex- 
preſs my Gratitude, than by a Silence full | 
of Admiration; and let me ſay never- 
{o much, I ſhould fall ſhort of my Du- 
ty.  Þ his Piece is properly Yours, ' jt be- 
ing under your Umbrage I was inabled 
ro write it, And if, out of your wont- 
ed Generoſicy, you'l be pleaſed ro caſta | 
favorable Aſpe&t upon it, it will afford | 
the greateſt Satisfaction to, L 


 Homred SIR, | | 


Tonr moſt oblig'd | 
«nd obedient Servant, © | 


Joun ColBartcH 


F may be much wonder d, that I Wb 
| 


from what has bin hitherto don, I queſtion mor, 


1 doubt aot but by the candidly Ingenugge it will 


great number of Carpers, .e 


(- 6 F-- 


. 
29K 


the leaſt preſume to meadle with this Sub e#, I 
which has already bin handled by fo nidny 
Great Men. But when it ſhall. be comfdered; in 


bow different a manner I have treatt up 


bat by the generality of Mankind 1 ſlnglite very 
eaſily excuſed : And tho there may be many im 
perfections in it, yet when my Deſign (whith i 


to undeceive people in a matter, on which depends 


the Health and Welfare of all) ſhall be well wergh'd, 


be well approved; tho I expeit to. ieuwith 4 
pecially aniah; thoſe, 


who by long cnſtom, and for want of dilWienſialer- 
ation, have embraced a contrary Opiniow. 4  *  . © 
It is ſcarce poſſible for « Man to conwettſe with __ 
Perſons that are ill, let the Diſtempetolie wikan it = 
will, eſpecially ſuch as have any [mattelwns in 
Phyſic, which moſt now a days have, but a pre- 5 
ſently tell you, their Blood #s ſo wery acid, that A 
unleſs the Acidity can be corretted, it is impoſſible ' Þ 
for *'em to be well : And accordingly they fly to 
Alkalious Medicins, as Pouder of Pearl, Coral, 
Crabs eyes, or ſomthing of that nature : and if _ © 
they ſend for a Phyſician, which few do, eſpecial» © 
ly in Chronical Caſes, till they have firſt uſed 8 *4 
vaſe Farrago of Alkaliows Medicins, anidybe - 
_— 
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chances 
2 hey preg [4 f; 7 
vaſt quamities of the foreſaid Medicins, that un- 


leſs Jo 047 think of more ore” 0us and efficaci- 
gre Ajkalies, the Acids complain'd of will not be | 


"moytified This has pit meh to great ſhifts, 6i- 
hes 11 find out new, or to diſguiſe the old ones: 

"411 d after. all, the Patients Expectation has bin 
fruſtrated, their Diftempers not being to be cured 

!- | uch.. 'Medicins; but on the contrary either 
"209 wed, or ſo confirmed, that they will [carte 
admit of a Cure at all, eſpecially if the Diſtem. 

per be Chronical. 

1 muſt confeſs, I was formerly a Stickler 
for Alkalies ( being carried away by the com- 
mon, Vogue of Mankind) and ſeeing the in 
ſufficien y of common ones, did put my ſelf 
' 70 great\expence, beſides a vaſt deal of trouble, 
ta wolatilize Salt of Tartar, &c. till at laſt 1 
- M45 fully ſatisfied, by daily obſervation, that Al- 
_ hab 


never ſo exalted, would do me wer) 


tl, #7 any ſervice at all in the cure of moſt | 


p< empers. 
There are ſom particular Preparations of 
Steel and Antimony, of ſom of which I have 


given an account ; which uſing as Alkalies, as | 


they are generally believ'd to be, did me great 
Ho - But ſince I have well examined "em, 
inſtead of Alkalies, I find *em to be moſt noble 
7 and the Diſtem ers cur 'd by em did nt 
formerly [' poſed P, proceed from an 4 

jr of Acid Particles in the Blood or Ju 
| ces) 


x take the ſame Method with themſelves, | 
tly cry out, We have already taken ſuch | 


OP" 
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ces; but on the contrary from Alkaliolts ones, 2s 
1 ſuppoſe moſt Diſtempers do, and'w 1 have en- 
deavored to make appear by many Obſervations. 
I expet# many will cry out, as ſom have al- 
ready don, That this Man was bred an Apotheca- 
11; and ſhall he pretend tobe a Reformer in Phy- 
fic and Surgery ? > 
To which I an(wer, That I own my ſelf to 
have bin an Apothecary, and bred up unter « Man 
(tho ha honeſt and juſt) that was not 
the greateſt Maſter in his Buſineſs. Taking 10- 
tice of his Imperfeftions, I applied my ſelfe for 


| four Years of my time to diligent Study, in order 


to attain thoſe things I was ſenſible he could not 


teach me. And after I had well conſidered 8 


and in ſom meaſure becom a Maſter in Phar- 
macy, which is the Foundation on which the 
Prattice of Phyſic is built, I was induced to look 
into the Body of Phyſic e io : and tho I don't 
pretend to abſolute Maſterſhip, yet I ſhall endea- 
vor, and think my ſelf obliged in Duty both to 
God and eMan, to improve my ſmall Talent to 
the beft advantage I can, let Carpers ſay what 
they will. 

The greateſt part of my time I lived in Wor- 
ceſter; aud tha 1 kept an Apothecaries Shop, yet 
my Dependence was wholly on my own Prafice, 
the Succeſs I had in which is ſufficiently known 
in that Country. And for a Charatter, T1 deſire 
n0 other than the generality of thoſe People will 
give me, 4 whom I know 20 one that cant or will 
[peak amiſs of me for any thing, but my coming 
A "0 away 
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away from them, and: leaving ſuch flouriſhing, | 


thriving Buſineſs as ſcarce any of my Age ever 
had before ;. for which many of them have blam'd 


me : but the Reaſons of my leaving that Place | 
ere beft known to my ſelf ; nay, are now in ſo | 


meaſure evident to the World. 
And ſince 1 have bin ſpeaking of my being 
bred an Apothecary, T ſhall inlarge a little on 
that Subjeft, giving a ſhort account of the neceſ- 
ſary Qualifications of one of that Profeſſion ; and 
then leave every body to jJuds whether a Map fo 
qualified has not made a large ſicp towards being a 
good Phyſician. = 
Firſt, An Apothecary muſf be well acquainted 
with the Vegetable Kingdom, not only to know 
the faces of Plants, but their Natures, and man> - 
ner of Operation on Human Bodies : Can he 0- 
therwiſe tell how to handle them, ſo as to make. 
his Compoſitions as they ought to be ? And indeed 
every Phyſician ſuppoſes the Apothecary ſo qua- 
lifted, when he preſcribes to his Shop ; for in hs 
Bill he ſeldom direfts the Method of making his 
Medicins, but only orders ſuch and ſuch Medi- 
cins, knowing, or at leaſt ſuppoſing him (for ex 
very Phyſician ought to be well ſatisfied in the A- 
bilities of his Apothecary) to be before hand 5kil- 
fully prepar'd. For let a Phyſician preſcribe like 
an Angel, if the Apothecary thro Ienorance be de- 
ftitute of good and well prepared Medicins, both. 
Phyſician and Patient are fruſtrated in their Ex- 
pettations, which I am afraid too frequently hap- 
pens. 


Secondly, 


4 
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Secondly, He muſt well underſkand the Natave 
41d Operation of Minerals and Metals, mbich 
is pot tobe learnt in the Diſpenſatory, »or any 
other way to be att ain'd; but by much reading, and 
hard labor in the Fire. | _— 

Thirdly, He muſt underſtand the Nature of 
Animal Bodies 'alſo, among which is compre- 
hended that of Man, of whoſe Body there is 
ſcarce a Part, but is ſomtime or other to be 
uſed as Medicin: yet before it is uſed, the 
Apothecary's Skill is for the moſt part required for 
its Preparation, in order to which he ought firſt 
very well to underſtand its Nature. = 

With all the forefaid Qualifications, and muy 
ny more, are multitudes of Apothecaries in Engs 
land exdaw'd, And to the Honor of the Af 
thecaries of London be it ſpoken, 1 have geme> 
rally found the meaneſt Shops in” this eminew# 
City better fraited with good Medicins, than the 
moſt eminent in all Holland, or the reſt of the 
Low-Countries. On : 

I might add much more on behalf of that. 
noble Profeſſion ; which tho I have left off, yet 
ftill T have a high value for #, and think as 
honeſt and skilful Apothecary as ſerviceable in the 
Commonwealth, and to deſerve as much Incon- 
ragement as any man whatever. 

The Famous Etmuller was not aſham*d to own, 
he ſery'd 8 Tears to an Apothecary; for all which 
he was afterwards one of the eminenteſt Phyſicians 
of Europe: And for ought I know, the loſs of 
him at the Age he died, from whom ſo much 
| might 
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might rationally have bin expetted, deſerves a; 
much to be lamented, eſpecially by Phyſicians, as | 
the loſs of any one privat Man. | 
And here let me lament the great misfortune 
_ unaer which the Commonwealth of Phyſic at this 
time labors, viz. the great Breach between Phy. | 
* fictans and Apothecaries, or at leaſt a great num- 
ber of both Profeſſions ; which, unleſs ſom Me. 
 thod be found amicably to compoſe it," and to & 
ftabliſh the antient Friendſhip and Correſpon- 
dence between the two Profeſſions, will be ſuch an 
| Opportunity to the Quacks, that in time they will 
deſtroy. both Profeſſions, and have liberty to in 
jure Mankind without controul. 
T believe there are more ſtrowling Quacks in 
this Nation than in all Europe beſides, who hav 
nothing to recommend them but their Impudence: 
and the Common People who are not Judges, are 
od impoſed on by them; yea, 'tis daily ſeen, 
that .0n the Ruin of Families many of them raiſe 
conſiderable Fortunes, and make a Figure in tht 
World. $5 4. 
Now the only Method T can propoſe to ſut 
preſs theſe Swatns of Caterpillars, is a hearty 
Union between the College of Phyſicians, and the 
Company of Apothecaries ; for want of whith 
Mankind daily ſuffers detriment. 

1 have zot given a full account of thoſe Di: 
ſftempers I treat of, but only ſom ſhort hints [| 
far as was neceſſary to clear my way. | 

In the following Eſſay there are Remarks 09 
the Pratftice of ſom particular Men only, my '- 

41 


ſign not being in the leaſt to reflef# on that 


' fom of the mo## happy Prattitioners inth 
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Noble 
Society, or any Member of them, I mean the Col- 
lege of Phyſicians, whom I own to be the Glory 
of our Nation, and of the whole World, and for 
whom I have the greateſt Reverence and Reſpett. 
imaginable. And ſince I had the Honor to be 
admitted into their number, and therby of ha- 
ving more intimat converſe with them, T ſee more 
canſe to eſteem and reſpet# them every day. 
I pretend not to be the ſole Author, or fir 


Broacher of this Dottrin of Acids in the et l 


Diſtempers,it having long ſince bin the Op! 


and is at this time imbraced by as great Men as 
verhaps our Age affords. 

I wrote this Eſſay at a place (during the firſt 
three Weeks of the Siege of the Caſtle of Namur, 


' when we had not many wounded Men brought to 
our Ficld-Hoſpital) where I had not the oppor- 
tunity of conſulting Books, nor the bene t of. 2 


coming at my own Papers, wherin I had ſet down 


| my Obſervations on this Subjet# : For want of 
.| which I have only us'd ſuch as occur'd to Memo- 


ry, wherby they are not ſo numerous nor exatt as 


Taeſign'd them : But however, for ſom reaſons T 


am willing to venture them abroad as they are, 
they not being in the leaſt deſigned to entertain 


-| the Learned, but to undeceive the Multitude. 

I dowi't pretend to be ſo great, nor to deſerve 
ſo well of Mankind as Helmont, Paracelſus, &c.. . 
yet they going out of the common Paths, and att=. 
ing on different Principles from the reſt of Man- 


kind, 
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kind, did. not want ſuch as maligned them, and 


uſed allopprobrious Language againſt them. Ther- 
fore why ſhould I, who have not in the leaſt arri- 


wed to thoſe great Perfeitions that they had,, take. 


zt amiſs to be abuſed and evil ſpoken of * 

[1 muſt confeſs I have aiflred from the fore- 
mentioned great Men in this, viz. that I have 
deliver'd my Mind in ſo clear a manner, that all 
might *underſtand what I write ; wheras they en- 
 deavored to conceal many great things even from 
their deareſt Friends and Relations, wherby the 
World is: now deprived of ſom Medicins that 
might have bin of great advantage to the diſea- 
ſed part of Mankind. ] 

Authority has in great meaſure blinded ſom 
Mens Underſtandings, and ſeal'd up their Eyes : 
There being ſtill ſom that pay too ſubmiſſive 4 
*Deference to antient Opinions, tho never ſo con- 
trary to Reaſon, and will not open their Eyes to 


ſee the Truth. There are ſtsll Men who write 


againſt moſt known Truths, as the Gravity 


and Elaſtic force off the Air, and other ſuch 
things. This Doftrin of Acids, and that T for- 


merly wrote concerning the Cure of Wounds, are 


likewiſe of the number of thoſe that are unfortu- 
nat, merely for not being born old, and with 4 
venerable Beard. : | 
When a Book (ſays the famous Malbranch) 
z firſt to appear in the World, we know not whom 
fo conſult to know its Deſtiny : The Stars pre- 
ſide not over its Nativity; their Influences have 
20 operation on it, and the moſt confident Aſtro- 
| logers 
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{ G , +1 ; 4 
logers dare not foretel the divers Risks of For- 


|. tune it muſt run. Trath not being of this 


World, Celeſtial Bodies have no power over #t 3 
and wheras it is of a ſpiritual Nature, the 
ſeveral Poſitions or Combinations of Matter cant 
contribute nothing either to its Eſtabliſhment or 
Ruin. Beſides, Mens Judgments are ſo diffe- 
rent in reſpet# of the ſame things, that we can 
never more hazardouſly and imprudently play the 
Prophet, than in preſaging the happy or unfor+ 
tunat Succeſs of 4 Book. So thabhe who ventures 
to be an Author, lays himſelf at the Reader's 
Mercy, to make him what he pleaſes. But of all 


| Authors, thoſe who encounter with Prejuactes; 


ought infallibly to reckon upon their Condemna- 
tion. Their Works ſit too uneaſy upon moſt mens 
Minds ; and if they eſcape the Paſſions of their 
Enemies (which I have not) they are obliged to 
the almighty force of Truth for their protettion. 
However, time will do every man Juſtice 3, 
and Truth, which at firſt appeared a chimerical 
and ridiculous Phantaſm, by degrees grows ſen- 


| ſeble and manifeſt, Men open their Eyes, and 


contemplate it ; they diſcover 'is Charms, and 
fall in lovewith it. 24 ne 
- The Books that encor + | with Prejudices, leads 
ing to Truths thro « in Paths,require a longer 
time than othe., 00' «in the Reputation their 
Authors expett, .. @ 1 findit too true, that all 


thoſe Writers who combat with Prejudices, are 
much miſtaken, if they think therby to reconimend 


themſelves to the Favor and Eſteem of others. 
| G Ws Poſfibly 
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Poſſibly a few will ſpeak honorably of them when 


dead. But while living, they muſt expect to be 
neglefted (I ſpeak experimentally) by moſt peo- 


ple, and deſpiſed, reviled, and perſecuted even | 
by ſuch as go for the wiſeſt and moſt moderat men. | 


There is nothing but Truth contain'd in my No- 
- vum Lumen Chirurgicum ; azd I thought I 


ſhould have bin in a condition this Summer to have | 
made it evidently appear. But jnſtead of that, | 
T have bin abuſed and delivered up into the hands | 


of my Enemies, to do with me as they pleas'd. 
My Novum Lumen 7s built on a pair of Me- 


dicins, which as yet I think not fit to 'make pub- 
lic , but here lies my misfortune common to all | 
. thoſe who mnake new Diſcoveries : A great many | 


believe the truth off what I have ſaid, and that 
my Medicins are capable of performing what I haut 
promiſed. But among thoſe who are ſo ingenw 


ous as to believe matter of Fat, many ſay, this 


Man was not the Author ; others, that they have 


the ſame Medicins ; and ſom, that they imparted | 


them to me. As for theſe Gentlemen, I can e«- 
fily excuſe them, well knowing it is the nature of 


moſt Men not 19 allow any Perſon the honor of | 
his own Diſcoveries, thinking therby their own | 
Glory eclipſed. But there are another ſort, whoſe | 


Intereſt will not let them embrace the Truth, and 


for that reaſon do what in them lies to keep others 


from ſo doing. And the greateſt pars of Man- 
kind not being Judges in my Cauſe any further 
#han their Eyes direct them, it is altogether im 
poſſible there ſhould be many Speftators, by which 
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means © am evil ſpoken of by many, becauſe art 
intereſted Party has told them I have pretended to 
what I cau't perform. 

I expet# the Mouths of my Enemies will be 
opened wide againft me ; but I have already born 


ſo much, that I can contentealy ſuffer the greateſt 


Indipnities that may be offer 'd : My great Satiſ- 


faition being that T have Peace in my own Mind, 


having propoſedknothing but what tended to the 
good of Mankind; and well knowing, that if my 
Medicins are faithfully and skilfully uſed, they 


. are capable of performing much more than I have 


promiſed for them; but the beſt Medicins unskil- 
fully nſed, or by prejudiced Perſons, with a de- 
ſfran they ſhould not ſucceed, may be brought into 
diſgrace. | 

The followiag Eſſay T humbly offer to the tan- 
aid Reader's Conſideration, not doubting it ivill 
meet with a favorable reception. I muſt needs 
ſay, 1 more value the good Word and Opinion of 
one candidly ingenuons, than all that can be ſaid 
by ten thouſand clamorous, ill natur'd Perſons. 


I bave endeavored to af ſo, as to deſerve'no 


Man's ill Word; but if 1 am abuſed, and my 
Undertakings miſrepreſented without jaſt cauſe, 
I ſhall never break my Heart about it, being aſ- 
ſur'd the Fuſtice and Integrity of my Undertak- 
ings will one time or other appear. 

There being a great Call for this little Trait; 
and the former Impreſſions being quite ſold off, at 
the requeſt of my Bookſeller 1 have ſuffered this 
third Edition to com abroad : The Additions I 


G 2 | have 
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have made are not many, tho I could have | 
added much more.; but the Bookſeller deſigning | 
to print this and ſom other Trafs together, if |, 


T ſhould have added much, it would havg ſwel- | 


ted to a larger Extent than # deſigned. 

Were I ſatisfied that any one thing T have ad- 
wanced either in this, or my other Tratts, dia in 
the leaſt tend to the prejudice of Mankind, the | 
firſt thing I went about ſhould be to recant, and | 
beg pardon of the World: but inſtead of that, I | 
am daily more ſatisfied 'and confirmed in the truth | 
of my Hypotheſis, both by the Succeſs attending my 
own Praftice, and the concurrent Teſtimony of | 
Multitudes of Prattitioners from moſt parts of | 
England, who have bin ſogeneromus as toreturn | 
me Thanks for making them ſenſible of their Er- | 
rors, and ſetting them on a right Bottom, wherby | 
they are capable of afting with ſom Certainty, | 
which before they could not do: For whoſe ſake, 
tho I meet with never ſo much Oppoſition from 0- 
thers, I will ſpare uo pains to make things yet 
more clear. 


From my Houſe in YiDers- 
ſtreet, York Buildings. 
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ESSAY, & 


CHAP. I. 
_ Of the Small Pox. 


HE firſt thing I ſhall begin with, is 
the Diſuſe of Alkalies ia the Small 
Pox, that fatal Diſtemper to three 
Kingdoms, and even all Eyrope ; in 
that God was pleaſed therby to deprive us of a 
Princeſs, whoſe Worth was ſuch, that a ſut- . 
ficient Value can never be ſet upon it, nor 
her Loſs be enough lamented. | 
It is common both with Nurſes and the ge- 
nerality of PraQitioners, as ſoon as they per- 
ceive the leaſt Symtoms of this Diſtemper, to 
give Gaſcoin's, Counteſs of Kent's, Lapis de 
Goa, or ſom other Teſtaceous Pouder, which are 
known Alkalies. The one Party pretend 
therby todrive the Malignity from the Heart ; 
the other to corre@ the Acidity which they 


. Þ conjeQture (beyond which they can't go) to 


be in the Blood. 
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In the ſubſequent Diſcourſe, I. ſhall endea- 
vor to ſhew on what falſe Suppoſitions both } 


Parties g0. 

For the firſt ſort it will not be worth whileto 
ſpend much time, becauſe every one will readily 
grant,they generally act on wrong and miſtaken 
Notions. And as for any Malignity lodg'd in 
the Heart more than in any other part, *cis al. 


together impoſſible, by reaſon the Blood moves } 


ten times at leaſt faſter thro the Heart than a- 
ny other part, the Lungs excepted : And the 
Cavities being large, no Stagnatign 15 to be 
feared, and conſequently no danger. If there 
be any fear of the Malignity's ſetling any 


where, it muſt be in thoſe parts where the| 
Veſſels are very ſmall, and the Blood moves} 


but ſlowly, *which muſt be near the extreme 
Parts. | 


| | 
For the ſecond ſort, who give the ſame Me 

dicins, but with quite different Intentions; I} 

ſhall endeayor to prove, that their Suppoſitt | 


ons are altogether as groundleſs as the former, 


They give cheir Alkalious Medicins to corred| 
the Acidity they ſuppoſe to be 1in the Blood, 
which is, as they pretend, the occaſion of all} 


the'ill Symroms that attend the Small-Pox, 
Now I could never hear of any one, that by 
analyzing the Blood of Perſons in the Small 
Pox,” could ever find the leaſt Footſteps of A 
' Cidity In it; rho, on the contrary, it appears 


after many Trials, that the Blood of ſuch a} 


bounds more with Alkalious Particles than the 


— - 


| 


| 
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of ſound People : and conſequently, the gi- 
ving Alkalies in this caſe muſt be at leaſt ſy- 
perfluous, if not highly pernicious, as I have 
frequently obſerv'd, and ſhall inſtance 1a ſom 
Particulars. | - | 

The cauſe of the Small-Pox, common with 
moſt other Fevers and acute Diſtempers, I ſup- 


poſe to be from a quantity of ſuch Particles + 


being ſom way or other admitted into the 


-| Blood, which being of a quite different Tex- 
' ture from the Blood, 'and-ſo not capable of mix- 


ing with it, cauſe a hurry and ditorder there ; 
which is what I * el{where obſerve ca 
to be the occaſion of both continued ,;,;* 


and Symtomatic Fevers. Now it 1s 


| . well-known a Fever always precedes the E- 
-ruption of the Puſtles in the Small-Pox : And ' 
when the Puſtles are well. com out, that is, - 

| when the heterogeneous Particles,-or ſuch as 


are of a different Texture from 'thole of the 
Blood, are thrown out to the Surface of the 
Body, the Fever ceaſes. 

. Now to affiſt Nature in throwing thoſe he- 


terogeneous Particles out of the Blood to the 


extreme Parts, which they pretend to be 
mightily hinder'd by a great quantity of Acids 
1n the Blood, they give repeated and large 


quantities of Teſtaceous Alkalious Pouders, 


and other Djaphoretics ; which indeed ſeldom 


fail of anſwering their Intentions, in throwing . 


out large quantities of Puſtles, even'more than 
Nature is able to ſupply or bring to maturity ; 
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and if ſhe chances to cope with *em, *cis the 
only occaſion of ſpoiling ſo many Angelic Fa» 
ces, as we daily obſerve. But the ſpoiling of 
Faces 1s not all, for beſides the: throwing out 
ſo great a quantity of Puſtles 'by breaking the 
Globules of the Blood, when - brought to the 
Cutancons Glands, inſtead of thoſc Glands ſe- 


parating the excrementitious Serum, which | 


" 1n a ſtate of Health is all or moſt part of it car- 
ried off by Sweat, or inſenſible Tranſpiration, 
but at thistime roſupply the Puſtles till broughr 
to maturity ; I ſay, by breaking the Globules 
of the Blood when inits confuſed ſtate, Serum 
and all together, the excrementitious Serum 
only, according to the Rules of Nature, ought 
to be ſeparated, thoſe Glands being ſo many 
Strainers fitted to receive into them the Serum 
only, and not the leaſt drop of Blood: when 
-1n its natural State, and its Globules unbroken. 
I can liken the ſeparation of the Serum from 


the Blood, by rhe mediation of the cutaneous | 


Glands, to nothing better than a Mixture of 
Oil and Water, made by continued agitation, 
when that compound Mixture ſeems to be one 


7” 2» 


intire white Liquor ; tho with good Eyes or | 


a good Glaſs, the Oil may be ſeen floting in the | 
Water in ſmall Globules, as the Blood doth in 


» Now Lun the Serum, as I el{where * obſerve: 

Yer this Mixture of Oil and Water, 

let it be don never ſo exaQly, if pour'd into a 

Punnel lined with brown Paper, wet before- 

hand, the Fores will be to diſpoſed, as to ” 
Pl 
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all the Water run thro, tho not the leaſt Par- 
ticle of the Oil ; yer if there be fom Alkahk- 
ous Salts boil'd with this Mixrur@of Oil and 
Water, the Globules of the Otl will be 1ſo 
broken, as to paſs readily with the Water thro 
the brown Paper, which before it would not 
in the leaſt. In like manner, the Globules of 
the Blood being broken by the means of Al- 
kalious Medicins, together with too great a 


'. quantity of Alkalious Particles being before 


admitted into, or rather detained 1n it, are 
therby made capable of being received into 


 thg cutaneous Glands, which is the only occa- 


ſion of thoſe purple Spots on the ſurface of the 
Skin, not only in the Small-Pox, but other 


| Fevers; , which Spots ſeldom or never fail of 


being the certain tokens of future Death. 
But this is not all, for by the ſaid breaking 


. the Globules of the Blood by Alkalious Medi- 


cins, theſe ſmall broken Globules'getring iato 
the little Meanders of the Brain,.*hinder the 
Motion of the Animal Spirits throtherNerves, 
and ſo cauſe Deliriums, and all thbſe fatal Diſ- 
orders of the'Brain too frequently ſeen. 
Likewiſe the Blood, which is not capable of 
being contained 1n its proper Channels, is the 
occaſion of violent Bleeding at the Noſe, 
bloody Urim, &c. which are none of the beſt 
Symtoms, but what too often happen by the 
{aid means. "a, 
Beſides breaking the Globules of the Blod®# 


and cauſing the foreſaid ill Symtoms, with 
” many | 
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many others I don't think fit to enumerat ; 
by their Diaphoretic Quality there is ſo great. 


a waſte made of the Serum of the Blood, that 
there is not a ſufficient quantity left ro ſup- 
ply and bring to maturity thoſe many Puſtles 
(even more than Nature deſigned) that theſe 
Medicinsalone had thrown out : So thar about 
the ninth, eleventh, or thirteenth day, for 
want of a ſufficient quantity of Serum to ſup- 
ply them, the Puſtles fall, and-the-acrid cor- 
zolive Matter being abſorbed into the -Blood, 
cauſes ſecondary Fevers, which oftentimes 
prove very dangerous. I might expariate 
much more, but Ideſign brevicy. 

It may be ſaid I have gon far enough in 
condemning the ordinary Practice as td the uſe 
of Alkalies and Diaphoretics, not having ſub- 
ſtituted a better and ſafer Method and Medi- 
Cins in their room : but not too faſt, that fol- 
lows in its proper place. 

The Small-Pox is a Diſtemper that requires 
the giving of as few Medicins as any Dif: 
temper whatever, unleſs infom extraordinary 
| Caſes; but yet I think it moſt unreaſonable, 
that People (as is the common praQtice ) 
ſhould be left to the ſole management of 6d 
Women and Nurſes ; which alone I verily be- 
lieve has deftroy'd more than the Sword it ſelf. 
And tho but a few Medicins, as I faid before, 


*F0L skilful Phyſician, and that from the be- 
ginning, is as convenient as 1n any a 
_ What» 


&: generally neceſſary, yet the Ey of a care-' 
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whatever, that ſeeing Nature's Operations, | 
he may alſo obſerve the fit time to give the 


 Medicins requiſit. I confeſs I have heard ſom 


complaia that ſuch a Phyſician has had ſo,ma- 
ny Fees, and never wrote one Bill for them, 
For fuch People, let me tell them, they com- 
plain without cauſt : for in many caſes, ef- 
pecially in this, the Phyſician deſerves his 
Fees better for not writing at all, than other- 


wile. | 


I own my ſelf a profeſt Chymiſt, and in 
many things, 'tho not all, a Diſciple of Hel- 
mont, and know nothing ſo delightful to me, 
as Chymical Operations: Yet in this caſe, nor 
indeed ſcarce in any acute Diſtemper, do I 
judg Chymical Medicins, at leaſt the elaborate 
ones, fo be abſolutely neceſſary, tho many of 
them may do well, and are ſomtimes to be u- 
ſed : But I know no reaſon to fly to elaborat 
Preparations, when Nature has provided Me- 
dicins ready to our hands. Acids skilfully and 
timely given, T have ſeen, not only by my 
own, but by ſeveral Great Mens PraQtice, to 


- be the only ſafe, effeCtual, and ſeldom or ne- 


ver erring Medicins in this Diſtemper ; and 
why ſhould we fly to Acids chymically pre- 
pared, when, as I ſaid before, Nature has 
provided Oranges, Lemons, Citrons, Limes, 
and a great many more not neceſſary to men- 
tion, which for the moſt part anſwer.our in- 
tentions, if skilfully given by an experiencfd 
hand? And as I hope I have ſhewn ſuffici- 


ent 
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'* ent Reaſons to diſſuade from the uſe of A4Jka- 


lies and Diapboretics, from the many direful 
 effefts that daily attend their uſe ; ſo I hope 
to give as Cogent ones to inforce the uſe of A- 
cids, from the laudable, gocd effteAs I have 
ſeen from them : for 1n ar leaſt five hundred 
Patients that I have had of all Qualities to do 
with in this Diſtemper, in W orceſter and Lon- 
don, to the Year 1695, when called in at the 
beginning of the Diſtemper, I know not rhat 
I have had'one that has died, or bin disfigur'd; 
nay ſom that were brought into very ill cir- 


cumſtances by the uſe of Teſtaceous, Alka- 


lious Pouders and Diaphoretics, I have re- 
triev'd from the jaws of impending Death by 
fit and proper Acids. 

 [Andin the Small:Pox that has raged during 
this preſent Year 98, I have nor loſt above 
' three Patients, and the occaſion of their Deaths, 
as I have all the reaſon in the World to believe, 
proceeded from Irregularities committed by 
their Friends before I 'was called in, viz. 
their giving them ſweating Medicins upon 
' their firft being taken ill, which I earneſtly 
caution all People againſt, as a thing that fre- 


quently proves fatal, as it alſo dos during the 


-- whole Courle of the Difſtemper. But further, 
why ſhould Diaphoretics be given at firſt to. 
haſten the eruption of the Puſtles, whea it is 
evident toall cautious, obſerving Praftitioners, 
that the only dangerous Small Pox  is' that 


where the Puſtles appear within a day or two | 


after 
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after the Patient is taken ill; wheras thoſe 


that are four, five or fix days before they ap- 


. pear, are generally free from all ill Symcoms ? 


Therefore if we would imitate Nature in her 
regular operations, we ſhould rather mode» 
rate, than raſhly puſh forward the eruption of 
the Puſtles.] — 

It may be wonder'd at that T make a diffe- 
rence between Tefaceous Pouders and Diapho- 
retics, When the Teſtaceous, eſpecially the 
compound ones, as Gaſcoins, Counteſs of Kent's, 
Lapis de Goa, &C. are accounted Diaphoretics, 
and indeed are ſo: but my reaſon is, becauſe 
for the moſt part, beſides the ſaid Alkalious 
Pouders, other more forcible Diaphoretics are 
alſo given. | | | 

Having 1n ſhort given ſom hints concerning 
the.cauſe of the Small-Pox, I need not again 
repeat them, but ſhall immediatly proceed to 
the merhod I take 1n the cure of it, which be- 
ing according to Nature's diQtates, is ſhort 
and eaſy : For Nature in performing her Ope- 
rations makes ſhort and eaſy cuts ; it being in 
the cure of Diſeaſes, as in finding out and gt» 
ving an account of the Phenomena of Nature 
by Philoſophical Diſquiſitions, they that go 
upon the feweſt Principles, generally diſcover 
moſt of her Secrets, and are capable of giving 
the beſt and moſt rational account of them ; 
wheras they that are clog'd with multiplicity 


_ of Principles, and wander in tedious and un- 


couth Paths, thinking therby to get admiſſion 
2 | into 


% 
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into Nature's Cabinet, after they have ſpent 
much time, and-takena great deal of pains, at 
laſt ſit down as wile as when they _ and 
. not One jot wiſer. 

Firſt, when Icom to a Patient who has the 
Symtoms of the Small-Pox, which are {o well 
known even to Nurſes, that I need not ſpend 
any time about them: In the firſt plies, 
if there be any manifeſt ſigns of the Stomach's 
being oppreſt and clog'd with viſcous Matter, 
as generally it is, I givea gentle, caſy Vomit, 
ſutable to the age and conſtitution of the Pa- 
tient; and after that has don operating, ſom 
Syrups e Meconto, or any other proper Opiat | 
in due proportion. Afterwards, to allay the 
diſorder in the Blood, occaſioned by the 1 ne 
miſſion of Heterogeneous Particles, which 
Nature:endeavors to throw out; and to con- 
firm the Texture of the Blood, fo as to inable 
it to rid it ſelf of its Enemy, I give large quan« 
tities of any of the following Juleps. | 


Bs Oucct Aurantior. Unc. ſex, 
Agq. Hordei lib. duas, 
' Sacchari Albi q. ſ. ad gratam |, aporem. 
M. f. Fulap. Vel | 


Br Smucct Limon. Unc. quatuor, 
Aq. Horaei i anas. | 
Cinnamomi Fortis Unc. ſemis, ' 
S$yr. E Rubo Ido Unc. tres. | 
M. 5 Fulap. Vel 


DM — 


- 


Alkaly and Acid. 


Bt Ag. font. th unam- ſemis, 
Vini Rab. th ſemis,  - 
. Syr, E Raubo Ideo. 3 1. 


M, f. Tulap. Vel 


tk ÞAq. Cinnamomi Hord. th 11. 
Succt Limon. Unc: quatuor, 
Sr up. de Succo Lujule Unc. tres. 


M. f. Julap. 


_ Of any of theſe Tuleps I let my-Patients 
drink as oft and as freely as they will; drink- 


Ing likewiſe ſmall Beer with Juice of Oranges 
| 1n it, in as large quantities as they pleaſe : But 


during the whole courſe of the Diſtemper; all 
ſorts of Fleſh ought tobe avoided. 

To poor people, inſtead of the ſaid: Juleps, 
and to fave charges, I order large quantities 
of ſmall Beer, acidulated with Oil of Vitriol, 


. or elſe Vinegar, or Verjuice Poſlet-drink, © to 


be drank frequently, andiin large quantities. 
But if in the beginning, or afterwards, the 
Brain be much diſturbed, and the Patient deli- 
rious, for the moſt part I find it abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to let Blood, and that in a good quan» 
tity; and then to uſe more powerful Acids, 
giving the following Juleps in large quantities ; 
which preſently calm the violent Motion and. 
Apgitation of the Blood and Spirits, and ſet all 
to rights in a {mall time. . 
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Rt Aq.C innamomi Hord. t6 unam, 


Syrup. de Rubo Idzo Unc. unam ſem. 
Sp. Vitrioli Volat. Drach. ſem. 


M. f. Fulap. Vel 
tk Aq. Cinnamomi Hord. i unan, 


Syr. de Rubo Ideo Unc. nnam. ſem. 
Gas Sulphuris q. ſ. ad acidum Saporem: 


 M.f. Fulap. Vel 


Aq. Hordei th dauas, 
Epidem. Unc. duas, 
Sor. Lujule Unc. tres, 
Sp.Nitri,vel Vitrioli Dul. ſcrupulos duds. 


M. f. Tulap. Vel 


Flor. Roſarim Rab. Dyac. ſex, 

Aq. Fontan. Bullientis 1 duas, 

ſtent in infuſione in Vaſe vitreo clauſo per 
quadrantem hore, poſtea affunde Ol. Vi- 
rrioli vel Sulphuris per Campan. Serupulos 


auos : macerantur per alterum quadrantens ' 


hore, & _ colature clare adde 
Sacchari albifſimi q. [. ad gratum ſapo+ 
rem. | 


In all the Liquor they drink, I order a few 
drops of Spiritus Nitri, or Oleum Vitrioli dul: + 
If T find my Patient's Spirits languid and 
low, I give 3 or 4 ſpoonfuts of hy OY 
Cordial at due- intervals, eſpecially towards. 


the 


moſt wanted. 


Rk Aq« Mirabilis, 
Evpidem. ana Unc. tres, 
Spirit. Citri Unc. ſem. 
Ag. Meliſſe Unc. oo. 
Syr. Garrioph. Unc. unam ſem: 
M. f. Fulap. Cardiacum. | 


[Where there are any Symtoms of what is 
commonly called Mzlzgnity, I give either of 
the following Medicins during the whole 


courſe of the Diftemper: 
'B: Rad. Angelice Hiſpan. 3 i; 
| Fol. Rut &k, 
__ SpordiianaM. fo. : 
_ Vinialbj, 7 


Mceti Acerrimi, ana Unc. ſex; 
Infunde clauſe & calide in Vaſe witreo vel ter- 
reo-per horas tres, & coletur, colature cap. Coch- 
learia ſex quarta vel ſexta quaq; hors. Vel 


Br Ag. Theriacalis Unc. quatuor wel ſex, 
Agq. Rute Unc. ſex, | 
Syr. Lujule Unc. unam. | 
M. f. mixtura in quatuor partes equales diſtrib. 
quarum cap. unam quarts vel ſexta quaq; hord. 


They may alſo take xo or 15 drops of my 
|. Elixir of Yitriol three .or four times a day in 
any convenient Vehicle, -. H © If 
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Tf they are ſubje& to be boole, IT give ths 
quantity of -a Nutmeg of Conſerve of She | 
a litthe aromatized with Oil of Cinnamon, 
' once in two or three hours, ordering them to 
drink afterwards a Draught of TinCture of } 
Roſes. | | | 
By this Method I have brought my Patients 
thro the Diſtemper, wirhout ſcarce {ſo muchas 
any uneaſineſs, or being confin*d to their Beds, 
or the leaſt fear of a _ ſecondary Fever, which 
frequently proves moſt fatal. | 
After the Puſtles are quite gon, I take care 
to purge 'em well five or ſix times with gentle 
and eaſy Purges, after each Purge giving 4 
 Hhpnottic. After Thave don Purging, for ſom 
timeT give corroborating, ſtrengthning Medi} 
 C1ns, to confirm the Texture of the Blood and 
Juices, and bring them to their,natural State, | 
 wherby I prevent ill accidents, that ſomtime 
ſucceed the Small-Pox. | 
I have not given a full Hiſtory of this Diſtem 
per, that being contrary to my deſign, but en-| . 
deavored to deter People from the uſe of ſuck 
Methods and Medicins as have prov'd fatal to 
many, and to adyance a better and ſafer Me 
thod in their room ; yet I would not have peo * 
pie wholly rely on the Method here ſer down + 
but always bave a Phyſician by to obviate any} - 
unuſual Symtoms that may appear contrary to 
what generally dos; and where Life lies at 
ſtake, people can't be too cautious : But if theft * 
good old Women and Nurſes, in ſpite of . [ 
; that 
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| thatcanbe (aff will be Rillcampering, I muſt 
| needs as 


if my Method be exaQtly follows, 
I verily believe there would not one in ten die 
that have formerly by the uſe of Alkalies and 


| Diaphoretics. 


As I have before exploded the uſe of Al- 


-kalies, and given-my Reaſons for it ; fo I ſhall 
' now give ſom Reaſons ior the Method I take 


with the great uſe- of Acids in this caſe. 


..,T judg the cauſe of the Small-Pox, as I be- 
fore obſervd, to be from ag.intromiffionof He- 


terogeneous,. or Particles of a different Nature 
and Texture from the Blood, into it ; wherby-it 
is put into a great hurry and diſorder, in or-- 
der to throw off its enemy ; and that the place, 
by which Nature deſigns the diſcharge of theſe 
Particles, 1s the cutaneous Glands. Now the 


Alkalies, were the throwing out of more 


| Inconveniences I be ch to attend the uſe of 


Puſtles than Nature intended, the deſtroying 


of the Globules of the Blood; and a waſte of - 


£00 great a quantity of Serum. T before for- 
| +got to mention one diſmal effe&t of Alkalies 


and Diaphoretics, viz. that by deſtroying or 


3 breaking the Globules of the Blood, inſtead 


"*& . of regular Puſtles being thrown out to the Sur- 


| - face of the Skin, the divided broken Globules 


are together with the morbific matter thrown 


| out, as in the — and fo cauſesan Erifipelas or 


St. Azthony's Fire, which ſeldom or never fails 


of proving fatal. 
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Now I defy any one to ſay he ever obſerved: 
ſuch Symroms as theſe, when Acids were us'd' 
from the beginning, which are of that nature 
as to confirm the Texture of the Blood, which 
is that red ſubſtance wherin is contain'd the 
*voo.rum Byolenium * or Lamp of Life; and: 
Chir. | by fo doing Nature is capable of 

— throwing out. the extraneous Par= | 
ticles in a ſutable way, without the inconves.. 
niences that attend the other Method : For the 
Texture of the Blood being confirm'd, ang 
moving regularly and naturally in its proper 
_ Channels, the morbific Particles are. only 
thrown out, and ſuch a quantity of Serum. left 
as is ſufficient to ſupply the Puſtles, and bring 
them to maturity without any fear of their 
flatning, or the acrid Matter being again ab- 
{orb'd into the Blood, and cauſing ſecondary | 
Fevers. Belides, the .Globules of the Blood 
being kept together unbroken, there is no dan- 
ger of their being extravaſated, and cauſing the 
fatal Purple Spots ; nor of being thrown out to- 
gether with the morbific Matter,and ſo cauſing 
an Erifipelas or St. Anthony's Fire ; neither are 
Hemorrhagies, at the Noſe, bloody Water, &«. 
in the leaſt to be feared ; nor, by being admit- 
ted into the {mall Meanders of the Brain, to- 
cauſe Deliriums, and thoſe other Symtoms that 
attend it. 2 

I might expatiate on continued Fevers, and 
Other acute Diſtempers ; but that would be to. 
be guilty of Taurology : ForlT affign bur one 

| - general | 
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| genera] Cauſe of **m, tho I own the extrane- 
\ ons Particles cauſing *em may be ſomwhat va- 


rious; and according to the different ſize of 
theextraneous Particles, the parts affected may 
be different ; as in the Small-Pox, the ſize of 
the Particles are ſuch as to- fit them ro be 
thrown out by - the cutaneous Glands to the 


. ſurface of the Skin ; in other Fevers they are 


thrown out, ſomrimes one way, ſomtimes a- 
nother, according to their ſize. For in{tance, 
ſomtimes they are thrown out by critical 
Sweating, ſomtimes by Urin, fomtimes by 
the Glands of the Mouth 1n ſpitting, and ſo 
on, according to the different diſpoſition of 
the Particles cauſing the Diſtemper, which are 


fitted to be diſcharg*d thro the Pores of dif- 


terent Parts ;. and whatever way we find Na- 
ture inclin?d to a&t, we muſt affiſt her in it, 


- but not ſpur her on, unleſs ſhe be too ſluggiſh, 


nor on any account whatever hinder or thwart 
her in her Operations. 
In moſt continued Fevers we have found 


 Alkalies as pernicious as in the Small-Pox, and 
Acids as advantageous 3 of which I ſhall give - 


an inſtance or two. # | 

Afﬀter I came from Flanders in 1694, having 
diſcoursd with a certain Phyſician about a 
Fever that raged that Summer in Loxdox, and 
of which many died; the told me, when he 
found his Patients under ſuch and ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, he as much gave them up for dead, 


as1if a Dagger were run thro their Hearts. 1 


=J 7 ask'd 


a TO + A I Ret Ns, WRAY, APY YR CEA NT OEM hana aakdl #" a: ' "4% vAYIIOGg Wh 


118 An Eſſay concerning | | 
ask'd him what thoſe Symtoms were, -that 
render'd his Patients circumſtances to. be 
ſo dangerous? He' replied, When he found 
them delirious, and had Spaſms and Con- 
vulſions of the Nerves. 1 inquir'd of him, 
what Medicins he gave? He told me, a 
Compoſition of Gaſcoin*'s Pouder, Virginian | 
Snake-Root, &c. which he ſolely relied on, and 
is the ſame, or of the like nature with-what 1s 
. generally given. I ask'd him, whether he had | 
never found his Medicin ſerviceable to him ? 
He ingenuouſly confeft, when: his Patients 
were under thoſe Circumſtances, it never did 
him any ſervice. I again ask*'d him, why he 
did not vary his Method ? His Reply was, his 
Medicin was a moſt noble Alkaly and Alexi- | 
pharmic, and what was generally us'd, and 
therfore he did not think fit to vary from an] 
eſtabliſh'd Method. 
A few days after I was called in toa Gentle- 
woman exattly under the ſame Circumſtances 
before related; ſhe was delirious to the high- 
eſt degree, had violent Spaſms and Convullſ- 
ons of the Nerves, and all other Symtomsd 
a Malignant Fever. «I deſpair'd not of her 
Life ; and by the plentiful ufe of proper A- 
cids, all Symtoms ſoon vaniſh'd, and in a 
week ſhe was fit to go abroad. | 
Beſides, I could inſtance in a hundred Cx 
ſes of the ſame nature, bur that I deſign bre- 
vity. > M 


*X , [ 
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I muſt own other Diſtempers may be com- 
plicated with the Small-Pox, and other contf- 
nued Fevers and acute Diſtempers; or from a 
different Conſtitution of the Air, &5. unu- 
ſual Symtoms may appear ; in which caſes a 
general Method muſt not be relied on, bur 
recourſe muſt be had to proper Specifics. 

I have ſo little reaſon to recant what IT have 
ſaid concerning the Cure of the Small-Pox 
and Fevers by Acids, that every day's experi- 
ence confirms me in the'truth of it: and were 
it not that I deſign a particular Tra& of Fe- 
vers, I could expatiate here largely concern- 
ing the reaſonableneſs of my Proceedings. 


CHAPEL 
Of the Scurvy. 
Now com to treat of the diſuſe of Alkelies 


ia the Scurvy, that reigning Diſtemper, 
from which few are altogether free; and is by 


,moſt accounted incurable, or at leaſt for the 


moſt part proves ſo. | 

But hereTI expeCt the cry of all Mankind a- 
gainſt me; What ! ſay there is no Acidity in 
the Blood in theScuryy ? What but an Acidi- 
ty in the Blood cauſes the breaking out of Scabs, 
Pimples, Blotches. &c. on the Skin? Whar. 
but a Sharpaeſs in the Blood occaſſons thoſe 
H + Wwal- 
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dring Pains, and a thouſand other Symtoms of 
which people laboring under this Diſtemper 
complain? 

My Friends, have patience, ond I will pre- 
ſently make it appear, that thoſe Symtroms are 
not ' occaſion'd by Acids, but by Arid, Lixi: 
vious, Alkalions Particles ; which Tdoubt not 
to evinceby plain matter of faQ, 

Firft. of all, by a Chymical Azalyfs 1t ap- 
pears char the Blood of Scorbutic Perſons has 
a far greater quantity of Volatile Alkalious 
Particles, ' than*that of ſound Perſons; toge- 
ther with ſom quantity more or' leſs of a Lintt- | 
vious, fixt Alkaly, of which, for as 'much as 


ever I could find, the Blood of ſound Perſons 1 


is altogether deſtitute. | 
And by the way let me add this : If Phyfi- 
cians would chymically analyze 'the Blood of 

Perſons In all Diftempers, and make nice Ob- 
ſervations of the different ſubſtances obtained 
from it, the .cauſe of Diſtempers would be 
clearly known, and by conſequence the cure 
of them much more certain than now it is. 
Eut that I may return to my bulinels. 
* Another conſiderable * Argument, beſides . 
that beforementioned, to prove the Scurvy | 
has its riſe from : Alkalious Subſtances in the 
_— and not from Acids, is this whichfol- | 
ow. © | 
* I have bin frequently told by G | Seamen 
and Surgeons, that have had long Voyages at 
20s eſpecial! 7 towards China and the Indies, 
| | * chat 
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that ofa hundred Men in a Ship, not two of 
them but have bin almoſt eaten up with the 


Scurvy, - their Skin ſqualid and full of Blot-. 


ches, their Gums eaten away, and their Teeth 
ready to drop: out, Pains and Aches all over 


their Bodies, &. and yet on their landing at 


Cadiz, or therabouts, where is plenty of QO- 
rangesand Lemons, and eating large quantities 
of them, in- one fortnight's 'time at fartheſt 
ſearce one has fail'd of being perfealy curd. 


This is not a Relation of one. or two-Perſons- 


only, but what is generally agreed upon, and 
allowed by all to be Truth. - 

' Tho theſe moderat Acids plentifully uſed 
may have ſuch effeQs in that hot Country, yet 
I have not obſerv'd that in our cold Climat 
they have always, always I ſay, the ſame ef- 


 fe& : þecauſe in ſlight cafes they generally do 


well ; yet in more ſtubborn ones we are forc'd 
to haverecourſe to more powerful penetrating 
ones. ERR  ——» : 
- . As for Alkalies, I don't believe ever any one 
was. cur'd by %em of this Diſtemper ; tho I 
have known ſom that have taken a vaſt Farra- 


| .go of Teſtaceous Pouders, &c. without any 
good effteA, which afterwards has bin don ina - 
_ little time with a ſmall quantity of proper A+ 


cids., | 


' BeforeT conclude, I ſhall inſert a Preparati- - 


on of Aztimony, which I have found of extra- 
ordinary ule in the moſt inveterat Scuxvies. 


TinGtura 
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TinQura Antimonii. 


Be FPlor. Albor. At iments #26. 0cto, 


Spiritus Tartarivolatilis i duas, 

ponantur in Phiola witrea forti cum Col- 
lo oblongo ; ſimul miſceantur, &* optimt 
agitantur ; poſtea digerantur leni Calore 
Balnet per dies quatuordecem, tunc decan- 
f4 Spiritum rubro colore tinttum a Flo- 
ribus. Spiritus vero tinitus, e Cucur- 
bita witrea per Alembicum abſtrahendus a 
Tintturi, uſq; ad medictatem cum igne 
leniſſumo; Tindtura remanens, reſervetur 
in Phiola cum obturatorio vitreo optint 


 clauſa. Spiritus, diſtillatione abſtract us, 


poteſt iterum nſurpari in eodem negotio. 


Spiritus Tartari volatilis Przparatio. - 


Tartars Rhenani puriſſimi tb vigints, col- 
loca in Cucurbita ferrea, -cui adaptatur 
Alembicum aut ferreum aut cupreum ; 
collo Alembici poteſt applicari Serpens ſlan- 
neus aut cuprews, collocatus in Dolio a- 
qua frigida repleto : Funiture ubivis lo- 
corum rite retteq, fint munite cum opti- 
mo Luto ; quando Lutum optime ſicca- 
tur, tunc diſtilla, primo igne lento, po- 
ftea fortiſſimo, & continuatur donec nibil 
amplius elici poteſt.  Spiritus praditius, 
4b oleo fatido liberatus, poteſt miſcert 

| CUM 
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cum libris tribus Capitis Mortui ad albe- 
dinem calcinati, & ad medictatems uſque, 
in Balneo Maris abſtrahere e Cucarbita 
witrea per alembicum, quorum juntture 
fint rite munite, & ſunm retinebit cal- 
cinatus T artarums Fetorem una cum Phleg- 
mate, ſtillante Spirits parte ſolummodo 
puriore & ſubtilicre ; qui denique cum ib 
Anabis Capitis Mortui calcinati miſcendus, 
& per Alembicum recentem reftijficandus. 
Atque hic. eſt Spiritus ille Tartari, cum 
quo pradifta extrahitur Tinftura, & qui- 
dem non ſolum hec, ſed etiam cuntiorum 
Metallorum aliorum, id quod nullus pre- 


ſtare poteſt alins. 


Of theaforeſaid TinQure I uſeto give about 
four, ſix, eight or ten Drops, according to the 
age and ſtrength of my Patients, Morning and 
Evening, 1o about half a pint of ſtrong Infu- 
ſion or Decottion of Juniper Berries, without 
any precedent Purgation ; this Medicin per- 
forming that Office where there is occaſion : 
it anſwers every thing generally ſaid of a true 
Panxcea, ſomtimes working by Vomit, ſom- 
times by Stool, and ſomtimes by Urin, but 
moſtly by a gentle Diaphoreſis or Sweating. 
T once knew it to cauſe a Salivation, ' without 
any of the ill Symtoms that uſually attend it, 
when rais'd by Mercurial Medicins. Whoe- 
ver has a mind to ſee more of this TinQure, 


may read Glaxber Op. Mineral. Par. Prim. from 


whom 
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whom TI had it, thoI vary ſomrhing from him. 
T have found it of great uſe, not only in the 
Scurvy, but many other Chronical Diſtem- 
pers, as Rheumatiſms, Sciaticas, Droplies, 
&c. and by ſom few ObſervationsTI have made, 
I believe it may do great things even in the 
Gout it ſelf. 

That I may excite People to the uſe of this 
noble Medicin, I ſhall preſume to tranſcribe 
what Glauber declares of it, who IT believe has 
faid no more than it deſerves. 

'This noble TinQure of Aztimony (ſays 
* he) above all other Medicins, dos wonder. 
© fally evacuate all vitious Humors, and inſen- 
« fibly purify the impure Blood; it opens 
* all ObſtruQtions of the Liver, Spleen, Kid- 
*neys, and all the other Yiſcere of a human 
© Body, drawing from' them all Malignity, 
© leaving no Impurtties there. And becaule ic 
© purifies the Blood, it cures the Leproſy, 
* the French Pox, the Scurvy, and all other 
* Diſeaſes proceeding from the Impurity of the 
* Blood. By its penetrative and attenuating 
© Yirtue it reſolves all Tartarous Humors, and 
£ evacuates thoſe that generat the Gout, and 
* the Stone 1n the. Kidneys and Bladder. 
* But it diflolves not Tartar perfeQly coagulat- 
* ed, but only 'mitigates the pain proceeding 
* from it, and hinders its increaſe; to wit, at- 
* traſting and evacuating from all the Viſcera 
© both radically and fundamentally that which 
* is not perfectly indurated and coagulated. Ir 


* takes. 
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* takes away all Fevers, and other Diftempers 
* proceeding from a ſuperfluity of Humors. 
* It ſweetly evacuates Water contain'd between 
* the Skin both by Urin and Stool; In ſhorr, 
© it ſtrengthens and purges the principal Parts, 
* and preſerves them from all preternatutal Ac- 
6 cidents. It is the beſt Preſervative in time 
$ of the Plague, and all other contagious Di- 
© ftempers ; and to thoſe that are taken with 
*any of them, a moſt excellent curative Re- 
* medy, driving out and evacuating the Ma- 
* lignity. Ina few words, it is a univerſ, 
* and even the beſt of all Medicins, being moſt 
* profitable both for Young and Old, as it is al- 
*{o the moſt ſafe ; but yet with caution to be 
© adminiſter'd, by reaſon of the moſt potent 
* Qualities with which it is endow'd, it being 
* as it were a greater Fire extinguiſhing or 
* \wallowing up a lefler. A. better Medicin . 
* than this certainly cannot be defir'd, which 
*1s got out of a mean Subjett in a ſhort time, 
*and with very little charge. I ingenuouſly 
* confeſs I never ſaw the like, and I doubt not 
* but it is one of the beſt of Medicins, 'Thus 
far Glauber himſelf, with a great deal more 
worth any Man's reading : Vid. Op. Mineral. 
part. 1. P.35, 36, &c. | 
[I confeſs ſince I have left off the preparing 
my own Medicins, I could never get this Tin- 
ture ſo made as in any meaſure to anſwer my 
intentions : nay ſince I have by large experi- 
ence found the extraordinary uſe of Cremor Tar- 
far, 
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tar,and highly actdulated Tartarum Vitrioletum, 
in theſe caſes I have not bin over anxious a- 
bout it, it being a Medicin of difficult pre- 
paration, and the others eaſily to be procured 
at all times, and in all places.] 

In Scorbutes attended with Pains, I have fre- | 
quently known the following Tin&ure of ad- | 
mirable uſe, as I have alſo don in ſom ſort of | 
Gouts, in my Tract of which Diſtemper 1 
have made mention of it. 


Br Gum, GBuaieei pal. unc. duas, 
Succi Liquiritie Hiſpan. in ten. taleolas | 
znciſ. unc. quatuor. 
Sp. Vini ref. 16 unam. 
Infunde clauſe & calidt oy duos dies, poſtea de 
cantetur Tint. clara. 


The Doſe of this TinQture 1s a Spoonful 
Morning and Evening, either in a Glaſs of 
warm Ale, or the following Infuſion. 


B Rad. Eringit unc. unam 
Lig. Saſſafras Dracm. ſex 
Vins Rhenani It unam 
Ag. Font. t6 unam ſem. 
Infunde clauſe & calide per horas quatuor, & co- 
letur, colatura reſervetur ad uſum. 


In Scorbutical Caſes I have alſo found Cre- | 
mor Tartar and Tartarum Vitriolatum, taken: | 
for a conſidereFle time, to be of extraordina- | 
ry 
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ry uſe, | And I verily believe if Cremor Tartar. 
alone was given in large quantities to our Sea» 
| men who go long Voyages, it would ina great 

meaſure, if not altogether, prevent the many. 


Inconveniences that attend them by their Scor- 


butic Habits, which frequently ſo afflit them, 


that they are made altogether uncapable 'of 
doing their Buſineſs. Nay, TI believe it would 


alſo prevent Calentyres, and other fatal Di- 
{tempers that deſtroy ſo many of our Men, 'ei- 


cher in long Eaſt or Weſt-Izdia Voyages; and 
by its cheapneſs it ſeems rather adapted for 
the Neceſfities of the Poor, than of the Rich. 


But tho it-be cheap, yer if we confider but the 


Nobleneſs of its Extra&, that alone is ſuffici- 


ent.to ſet a Value upon it : For what is it but 
the efſential-Salt of the moſt noble of all vege- 
table Productions, viz. the Juice of the Grape, 
that which rejoices the Heart ofiMan, and 
makes the Peaſant equal with his Lord, and 


the afflicted Man forget his Miſery ? As for my 


felf I had rather be without a great part of the 
Materia Medica, than Cremor Tartar ; for con- 


fidering it as' a ſimple Remedy, it is of the 


moſt univerſal extent of any thing I know. 


Without doubt it is the fineſt Purge in Nature 


oven in a duequantity, it performing that Of- 
fice without any griping or uneaſineſs ; and in 
a leſs quantity is a moſt noble Alterative, it 
ſtrengthning the Stomach, and helping Di- 
geſtion. Ir allays all violent and unnatural 
Fermentations of the Blood ; it is a fine Diu- 

TEtIC. 
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retic. Tobe ſhort, I queſtion whether there be 
any. one natural ProdufQtion now known or in 


uſe, that in all reſpeQs is ſo adapted to do Man- 


kind ſervice as this Medicin 1s. | 
I confeſs it has for many Ages bin in uſe; 
but how? it hasonly bin trifled with, being 


given by Grains and Scruples, wheras it 
ought to be by Drams; and even Ounces, on 


occaſion : and unleſs it were Angelus Sala, I 


remember none I ever met with that has pre- 


{crib'd it in large quantities beſides my elf ; 
and I confeſs I was firſt excited to it by what 
Angelus Sala ſaid concerning the cure of him- 
ſelf, when he labor'd under a moſt dreadful Co- 
lic, which had like to have coſt him his Life, 
from which he was preſently deliver'd by. ta- 
king(as I remember) ſix Drams of Cremor T ar- 
tar. The like Efte& I have frequently ſeen of 
it in the moſt violent Colics imaginable, ei- 
ther given in a large quantity at once, or. elſe 


two drams at a time, repeated every two, 


three or tour hours, according to the urgen- 
cy of the Caſe. 
Helmont {ormwhere ſays, that every Poiſon 


carries along with it its own Antidote ; and 


tho Wine drank in moderat quantiies be one 
of the moſt noble Cordials in Nature, yet the 
drinking of too large quantities cauſes as many 
Inconventences as any one thing : nay I be- 
lieve there are more Chronical Diſeaſes occa- 
fion'd by driaking of Wine and Vinous Li- 
quors to excels, than from any thing elle. 

Now 
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Now I believe there is no one thing ſo adap- 
ted to prevent the Inconveniences that attend 
hard Drinking, as Cremor Tattar is, which 
is nothing buc the Produ&t of Wane it ſelf. 
Nay, it not only prevents the Inconveniences 
of hard Drinking, bur for the moſt part car- 
rys off the Diſcales already form'd, that are 
cauſed by it: | 

[T have within this twoor three years given 
ſom kundred Weights of Cremor Tartar both 
in Chronic and acute Caſes, and don't remem- 
ber that I ever obſerved any inconvenience by 
it. And for a Purge it is the moſt delightful 
in the World ; none of the purging Salts, 4- 
bout which there is now ſo much Noiſe made, 
being 1n the leaſt comparable ro ir. Nay, I 
am ſure that after Ages will chank me for re- 
commending ſo cheap and uſeful a Remedy to 
the World. ] 

It would take up, too much to ſay all that 
might be of this noble Medicin, and I muſt 
beg the Reader's Pardon for this Digrefſion ia 
laying ſo much as I have. ; 

Before I conclude, I ſhall mention one Ob- 
jection more againſt my Opinion, made to me 
by ſeveral, viz. That a more than ordinary 
Saltneſs is to be perceiv'd in the Blood of Scor- 
butic Perſons, and this Saltneſs they rake to be 
an Acidity. But if they would enquire nar- 
rowly into the matter, inſtead of finding it to 
be an Acid Salrneſs, it will appear to be a 
Lixivious, Alkalious one. 


I CHAP 
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CHAP. It 
of the Gout. 


Shall here make only ſom few Obſervati. 


ons concerning the Gout, it being Cou | 


ſin German to that of the Scurvy :' and by 
what I have ſeen, IT am fully convinced, it j; 
not from Acids, as is generally ſaid, that this 
troubleſom Diſtemper 1s occaſioned, 


I have obſerv'd conſiderable large ods, | 


in which are ſomtimes contain'd a hard chalky 
Subſtance, and of which I have ſeen large 
quantities extrated, which by many Expert: 
ments T have found to be as much an Alkalys 
either Crabs Eyes, Coral, Pearls, &c. which! 
ſuppoſe no man will deny. 

Now it being granted, that the matter con: 
tained in the ?foreſaid Nodes is an Alkaly, 
how is 1t poſſible for this Diſtemper to pro 
ceed from Acids, when in thoſe very part 
where the Diſtemper moſt violently rage; 
there are produced ſuch large quantities of at 
Alkalious Subſtance ? For if the Diſtempe 
proceeds from Acids, as *tis generally agreed, 


the Patient need not clog his Stomach witt 
Alkalies, as is uſually praftis*'d, there being 
a Remedy already placed in the part affeQed: 
AndI verily believe, the only reaſog why Oi 
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Diſtemper has bin accounted among the 0p: 
probria Medicorum, is from their miſtaken No- 
t10ns Concerning It. 

Buc if Men will till perſiſt to aſſert that 
this Diſtemper proceeds from Acids, and at 
the ſame time own the chalky Subſtance be» 
foremention'd, which is ouly the Morbific 
Matter indurated, to be an Alkaly, rhey muſt 
tacitly believe the Doctrine of Tranſmutarion, 
tho openly they are aſham'd ro own it, and 
will ridicule thoſe that do. 

But this 1s nor all; tor ſuppoſe the Acid 
Marter cauſing -this Diſlemper to be tranſmu- 
ted into- a chalky, alkalious Subttance, the 
Diſtemper mult never more pretend to com in 
or near the part where this Subſtance is lodg'd, 
it being placed as a Sentinel to guard it off: 


_ Nay, the Blood at times muſt all, or at leaſt a 


great part of ir, pals thro the Part or Parts 
where this chalky Suvſtance 1s lodg?d, by 
which means one would think ir (hou! q be ſufs | 

ficiently guarded from any more growing A- ' 
cid ; and fo by conſequence, when the chalky 
Nodes are once ſettled, people have no reaſon 
for the future to fear the recurn of their Diſtems 
per; the contrary to which many honeſt 
Gentlemen to their ſorrows experience. Sa 
that a man would think theſe very Nodes a- 
lone were ſufficient, were there no other rea- 
ſons to be given, ro ſatisty one who 1s maſter of 


his Reafon, thar Acids are not, buc Alkalies 
are the cauſe of this Diltemper. And if rhe 
I 2 | Blocd 
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Blood abounds with. too many Alkalious Par- 
ticles, the giving of Alkalies muſt be prepo- 
ſterous, it being to add Fuel to the Flame, 
which inſtead of quenching or extinguiſhing, 
makes it ſo much the greater. 

It may not be amiſs to take notice, that 
few are troubled with the Gout, but thoſe 
who drink large quantities of Wine, or ſom 0- 
ther gener6us Liquors abounding with vinous | 
Spirits ; ſo that the Blood and other Juices be- - 
ing impregnated with the ſaid vinous Spirits, 
theſe Spirits meet with the volati], alkalious 
Salt, of which even the Blood of ſound Peo- 
ple is never deſtitute ; wherby the vinous Spi- 
Tit is coagulated, and turn®d into that ſubſtance 
(or ſomwhar like it) which Helmont calls his 
Of Alba : which coagulated ſubſtance nor be. 
ing capable of moving with the Blood and 
Juices thro the {mall Veſſels, cauſes ObſtruEti-" 
ons and violent Pains, and in time, by the 
addition of other groſs, terreſtrious Particles, 
the forementioned chalky Subſtance. 

By the foreſaid Coagulation of vinous Spirits 
with the volatil Alkaly of the Blood, may a 

_ very good reaſon be given for the Generation of 
mn the Stone in the Bladder and Kidneys: And 
| Mr. Boyl tells us (being what Helmont had be- |. 
ÞMl fore don) that having obtain'd ſom Stones of 
a certain Lythotomiſt, he pur 'em into a Retort, 
and expos'd *em to a ſtrong Fire,and found the 
better halt conſiſted of volatil, alkalious Salt, | 
like that obtainable from Human Blood, and 
| a 
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a conſiderable quantity of- heavy Oil; ſo. 
that it is plain the Generation of the Stone is 
not from Acids, . but Alkalies. 

From which may be infer*d, that it is not 
from the Acidity of Rheniſh Wine that: the 
drinking of it is pernicious to Gouty People, 
but from its abounding with fpirituous Par- 
ticles more than moſt other Wines. . 


I ſhall here preſume to ſupply a few Omiſ: 
ſions in my Tract of the Gozt, which I doubt 


not will gain more and more Reputation every 


day, the Method there laid down being what 


| will generally anſwer expectation. 


I have (pag.79.) given an account of a Balſam 
of admirable uſe in taking off the moſt violear 
and tormenting Pains ; which after it has bin 
uſed ſom time, will cauſe little Pimples and 
Bliſters on the Part: Now as ſoon as the Bli- 
ſters are once role, the uſe of the Balſam muſt 
be left off, which I forgot to mention, and nor 
be repeated again, till the Blifters or Pimples 
diſappear. | 

| The ftrengthning of the Stomach, and 
helping Digeſtion, being what generally gos a 
great way in the Cure of Chronical Diſtem- 


| Pers; therfore to people who either labor un- 


der a Fit of the Gout, or are ſubje& to it, I 
preſcribe the conſtant uſe of the following 


Digeſtive Pouder, both while they labor 


under a Fit, and when free from it. 


13: © 
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B Crem. Tartari Dracm. ſex, 
Cardan:omi, Cubebarum, 
. Galange, ana Dracn. das, 
| Sacthari roſatt Unc. unam ſem. 
M. f. Pul cap. quantum Mucroni Cultri contineri 


poteſt ſepins in die. 


Inſtead 'of the Elixir Sulpharis, mentioned 
pag. 90. I frequently give the following Elixir 
Vitriol;, tho the ions of both are the 
ſame. 


Bs Garriphillor. Piperis nigri, 
474203 contus. Unc. auas. 
Spirit. Vini Red. 15 unam. 
aigerantur leni calore arens, in Vaſe vitreo opti- 
me clauſo per des ſepre. 2 ;' tunc guttatimz inſtill 
O!. Vitrio!s optime redificati Uncias quaruor 
aigerantur iterum per dies ſeptems in eadem calort, 
poſtea decantetur Elixir clara, Doſs eſt a gut. 
I5. 44 20 wel 3O. 

This Elixir is a noble S:omackic, and of 
admirable uſe in other Diſtzmpers beſides the 
Gour. 

Tartarum wvitriolatam i:d Cremor Tartari 1 
much rely on 1n the Cure oi this Diitemper ; 
but this ought to be oblerved, chat during the 
Fit they muſt be given in ſuch quantities as 
will procure the Patient three os four Stools in 
the 24 hours, and no more, at leaſt after _ 
| tne 


| 
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| the ſecond or third day : But if for the- firſt 


two or three days they occaſion more Stools, it 
will rather be an advantage than otherwiſe. * 
Therfore that things may be exaGtly regulated, 
the Proportions I have preſcrib'd muſt be va- 
ried according to peoples Conſtitutions and 


. Strength. 


"When the Pain 1s not very ſevere, the Pro» 
portion of OJ. Vitrioli inthe Balſam may be 
leſs than I have ſer down, viz. two Drams of 
OL. Vitrioli to two Ounces. of OJ. Olivarum : 
Let them be well mixt together in a glaſs 
Veſſel, till they com to the conſiſtence of a 
Balſam. With this Balſam TI have two or three 
times ſeen ſomthing extraordinary don 1n ede- 
matous Tumors ; as I have alfo in caſing other 
Pains beſides that of the Gour, 

[It being a year ſince the ſecond Edition of 
this Eſſay came abroad, I have now ſeveral 
Obſervations to add to my TraGt of the Goxt ; 
but conſidering that is alſo reprinting, I ſhall 
add no more 1n this Place. ] 
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CHAP. IV. 
Of Rheumatiſms, 


_ F'F 'HIS 1s another Diſtemper generally ſaid 
to proceed from Acids in the Blood, but 
very falſly, as I hope fully ro make appear, 
having had to do with multitudes under this 
Diſtemper, and thanks to God, with good 
MR  —_T 
T ſhall not inquire into the original Cauſes 
of this Diſtemper, which are various, that 
being forein to my deſign ; but immediatly 
proceed to the buſineſs I have undertaken. 
Firſt of all; having by the Fire analyz'd_ 
the Blood of Rheumatic Perſons, T have 
found it to abound more with Alkalious Par- 
ticles than that of ſound Perſons, but not the 
leaſt grain of an Acid Subſtance in it : from 
which alone 1t may readily be infer'd, Thar it 
proceeds not from Acids, but from Alkalies. 
' Butit may be objeted, From whence pro- 
ceeds that Syzineſs and Viſcoſity of the Serum, 
which 1s obſerv*d in the Blood of Rheumatic 
Perſons, if not from Acids? For we know 
that Milk, which 1s a ſort of Serum of the 
Blood, let it be never ſo fluid, by the addition 
of any Acid, tho very gentle, a great part of it 
will immediatly coagulat and turn into Curds. 
| To 
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To which IT anſwer, That the foreſaid Ob- 


jetion is altogether invalid ; the Viſcouſnels. 


obſerv'd in the Serum of the Blood, being quite 
different from that of the Curds in Milk : 
cho there are ſubſtances contain'd in Milk, fit 
to make both Blood and Serum ; but Milk is a 
much more compound Liquor than the Serum 
of the Blood : ſo thecomparifon being between 
SubjeQs vaſtly different, it is of no weight. | 
- But ſuppoſe the compariſon good ; what a- 
reement 1s there between Curds, and a Sub- 
ova like Gelly ? None at all that I know. 
But if inſtead of curdled Milk, they had 
made the compariſon between the inviſcated 
Serum and Hartshorn Gelly, they had bin in 
the right; for indeed T know not any two 


| Subjets more fit to be compar'd together. 


But then this compariſon wall not at all prove 
the Inviſcation of the Serum to' proceed from 
Acid, but, from AlkaJious Particles ; for all 
who know what Hartshorn 1s, know the rea- 
ſon of its making a Gelly, is from its abound- 
ing with volatil alkalious Salts : and for the 
lame reaſon itis, that Calves Feet, Izing-glaſs, 


. Ivory, &c. make Gellies. 


_ By what I have ſaid, IT hopeT have freed A- 
cids from cauſing the Viſcouſneſs of the Serum 
of the Blood in Rheumatifms ; which Viſco- 
fity, if once taken off, the Diſtemper imme- 
diatly vaniſhes: Yet this is not to be don by 
Alkalies, that ever I could ſee, tho I have gi» 
ven'emin large quantities ; but it isexpediti- 
| | ouſly 
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oully. to be don by proper Acids, ſach as the 
foremention'd Tincture of Axtimony, &c. and 
Chalybeats. 


Bur here People will think I am caught ina 


Trap, when I bring in Chalybeats among the 
number of Acids, when generally own'd by 
all to be Alkalies: to confirm the Truth of 
which, they tell you it 15 manifeſt, that Fi- 
lings of Iron will make as great an Efferveſ- 
cency with all ſorts of Acids, as any of the 
Alkalies I have mentiond ; therfore I muſt be 
much in the wrong in reckoning Chal/ybeats 
among Acids. | 


From this difficulty I ſhall endeavor to ex-_ 
tricat my felf, and alſo to prove, That Iron. 


or Steel, till converted into a Vitrio/, which all 
will allow to be an Acid, cannot att upon the 
Blood, or Serum to cauſe an alteration 10 it, 
nor {o muchas any way toenter 1ato the Veins 
or Arteries. | | | 

Ic is the cuſtom of skilful Praftitioners, be- 
fore they give Steel Medicins, to inquire whe- 


ther-rheir Patients are ſenſible of any Acidity | 


in their,Stomachs : in which part T allgw A- 


ids oftentimes to abound, and that exorbi- 


tantly. If they perceive any Acidity there, 
it is found neceſſary to give Iron or Steel, 
without any Preparation at all, becauſe by 
means of the Acids in the Stomach it 1s turn'd 
into a Vitriol, and ſo made capable of being 
carried into the Blood ; wheras in ſuch caſes, 
it it has bin before fatiated by a precedent 


Pr Co 


| 


| 


Alkaly and Acid. 139 


Preparation, it has little or no'effect at all. 


On the other hand, if there be no ſenlible A- 
cidity in the Stomach, Iron or Steel given un- 
prepar*d, are carried off by Stool, without 
the leaſt alteration, or any part of it admitted 
into the Blood. 

[In Hypocondriacal and Hiſterical Per- 
ſons, who moſtly complain of an Acidity 1n 
their Stomachs, I have with wonderful fſuc- 
ceſs given four or five Iron Bullets filed from 
ſmall Rods every day juſt aftrer Dinner, and 
have ordered the continuance of them ſfom- 
times for three or four Months ; and when all 
other Methods have failed, this has effeQtually 
taken place.] 

All or moſt of the Preparations of Steel I 


| know good for any thing, are perform'd by 


means of Acids, which tend to the dividing 


_ their parts, and turning them into a Vitriol. 


Now according to the difference of the Acids 
us'd, the reſult is a different ſort of Vitriol, 
which has different operations: But on the 
contrary, Alkalies do ſo lock up the Body of 
Iron, as to make it unfit to be taken as Me- 
dicin, becauſe of its extraordinary hardneſs 


and firmneſs of Texture. 


The Preparations of Steel I generally uſe | 


is that which gos by the name of Dr. Willis, 
and 1s almoſt every where to be had ; which 


* tho grown common, is no deſpicable Medicins 


and is that which follows. 


Take 


OUR A425 © 24,94 wy 
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| add another Gallon of Water, evaporate as be- 
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Take of filings of Steel, or rather Iron, very 


clean and free from duſt, one Pound and half ; 
Sal Armoniac two pound : make the Sal Ar- 
moniac into very fine Pouder; then mix 
them well together in an iron or ſtone Mor. 
tar ; then put the mixture into 4 moiſt 


| Cellar, and let it ſtand a week : Then put 


it into a wery large Crucible, which co0- 
wer with a piece of Tile ; afterwards put the 
Crucible into a Charcoal Fire, which increaſe 


by degrees, till the Crucible be almoſt red hot : 


after it has continued inthis ſtate about an hour, 


take away the Fire, and let your calcined mat- 


zer cool by degrees ; when cold, take it ont of 


the Crucible, and make it into fine Pouder in 4 
glaſs or ſtone Mortar ; then put it into a Bottle 
with a mide mouth, which ſtop with a glaſs 
Stopple, and keep in a warm place. | 


[The Method I uſe in making that Prepara- 


tion of Steel, known by the name of Dr. W:1- 
lis, is as follows. 


Take clean filings of Steel one Pound, Cremor 
* © Tartar three Pound; mix them well together 


ron or Earthen Pot ; pour upon them a Gallos 
of Spring Water, and over a very gentle Fire 
evaporate to the conſiſtence of Hopy, ſtirring 
all the time with an Iron Spatula : afterwaras 


fore; 


in an Iron Mortar ; then put them into an I- 
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| cannot tell; and muſt ingenuouſly own, after 
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fore; then take it out, and put it upon an Iron 
or Tin Plate : let it ſtand in awarm place till 
it is perfeitly dry ; thew make it into fine Pour 
der, and keep for uſe. ] 


Theſe two Preparations properly given, 
and with convenient Vehicles, I have known 
of great uſe in ſom Rheumatiſms: and the firſt, 
when all other Medicins have prov'd ineffeQu- 
al, ſcarce ever faild me in the moſt 1nveterat 
Obſtructions of the Menſes in Women. 

Beſides the foremention'd Preparations of 
Steel, I have frequently found Cinnaber of Arn- 
timony, or even common Cinnaber mixt with 
a due proportion of Gum Guaiaci, and.given in 
large quantities, to be of great uſe, not only 
in ſom confirm'd Rheumariſms, bur even in 
Sciaticas of long ſtanding, by which alone I 
have known many cured. | 

I formerly believ?d Cinnaber of Antimony, . | 
and common Cinnaber to be Alkalies; but I 
fince I have more nicely inquir'd, I find by a . | 
peculiar management, a large quantity of an 
acid, ſulphureous Spirit may be obtain'd from 
them : [And unleſs the Mercury, which is a. 
main ingredient in the Compoſition, be ac-* * 
counted an Alkaly, there is no ſuch thing to 
be found 1n it. But for my part, what to make 
of that fugitive Servant of poor Chymiſts, I. 


much Mony and Time ſpent in inquiriog into 
the nature of it, I know no more than what I 
| + do 
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do by its effets, which are ſomtimes extraor- 
dinary, if manag'd with diſcretion.] + 
Before I conclude this Head, it will not be 
amiſs 10 obſerve one thing about the Prepara- 
tion of Steel beforemention'd, viz. that while 
it is kept dry, and in a Pouder, it 1s one of the 
greateſt Deoppilatives, or openers of Obſtrudti. 
ons imaginable: But let it be put in a Cellar, 
and run per deiiquium, which it will in a few 
days, 50 or 60 Drops of the ſaid Oil per dx 


liquium, given twice a day 1n a ſtrong De- | 


cottion of Oak Bark, I have of late found rare. 
ly to fail in ſtopping a ſeminal Flux, which 
all will allow has hitherto bin found as difficult 
as any thing whatever. Som having told me, 


they ſuppoſed rhe Stipricity to proceed from 


the DecoCtion of Oak Bark only, I purpoſely 


tried it alone : and tho TI own Oak Bark to bea'} © 


| nobleStiptic, and to do Wonders, the Decottt- 
on being taken at the Mouth, and by way of 
Clyſter, in common ſimple Diarrheas, ande- 
ven ſomtimes in bloody Fluxes; yet in the 
foremention*d caſe it would do nothing at all: 
but adding ſom drops of the Oil of Mars to 
the DecoQion, it ſoon had the deſir'd effe. 

Of late T have bin induc'd to uſe the follow- 
ing Method in the Cure of Rheumatiſms, and 
ina great number of Caſes it has rarely failed 
me ; and where it has failed, I have not had 
the leaſt Temtation ro blame the Method or 
Medicins. | 


, 


_ 
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Br Tart. Vitriolati Dracm. unan 
 Cremor. Tartari Dracm. ſex 
Ol. Garrioph. gut. ſex 
Sacchari roſati Dracm. tres 
M, f. Pul. in ſex Chartulas diſtribuend. ex qui- 
bus cap. unam quater in die in Cochlear. Syr. e 


Rubo 1dzo,. ſuperbibendo hauſt. Julap. ſequentis. 


Be 


Infunde claus? & calid} per horas duas vel tres, & 
coletur ; colature adde Vini Rubri Gal. anc. offo 


Be 


Bs Cremor Tart. Dracm. {ex 


.M. f. Pul. cap. quantum Mucroni Gultri continers 
poreſt ſepiits in dic. 


Sp. Vini non Reft. UNC. ſex, vel _ vel 


- OL. Vitriolt Dul. WAG, UNA. 
M. t- Mixt. cum qua embrocentur Partes affete 
mane & ſero, ſuperponendo Pannum lanenm. 


Akaly and- Acids 


Rad. Eringit Unc. duas 
Ag. Font. ib duas 


Syr. de Rubo Idzo nnc. tres 
Elix. Vitrioli gut. 40.  M. 


Elix. Vitriolt Dracm. duas 

cap. Zut. duodecem in hauſt. Vini Rub. &- 
Ag. Font. ana p. e. hora aimidia ante 
prandium. 


Aecen. 


Cardamomi, Cubebarium, 
Galange, ana Drac. duas 
Sacchari Roſati unc. unam ſem. 


Alter 


*? 
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After the Pains are quite gon, I preſcribe a 


Steel Courſe for 3 Weeks or a Month, and du- 


ring that time a continuance of the Elixir of 
Vitriol before dinner, and of the Digeſtive 
. Pouaer. | 


* But in this caſe, as well as in the Gout, the . 


quantity of Cremor Tartar and. Tartar Vitric- 
latum ought ro be ſuch, as to occaſion 3 or 4 
Stools in 24 hours, 'and no more, at leaſt after 
the firſt day or two; and therfore as peoples 
Strength and Conſtitutions vary, the quanti- 
ties ought to be leſſen'd or increas'd, as occa- 
ſion is. | 

The Oleum Vitrioli Dul. for the Embrocation 
15as follows ; that commonly fold in the Shops, 


which is made by Diſtillation, being good for 


little or nothing. 


Be Ol. Vitriolt opt. ret. 
Sp. Vini Rect. ana p. ec. 


Cumcantels miſceantar, & poſtes digerantur lent 


Calore arene, in Vaſe vitreo optimt clauſo per dies 
aecem, & reſervetur ad uſum. 


[To conclude, and as an addition to this E- 
dition of my Eflay, I ſhall make the follow- 
10g remarks, being the effets of farther ob- 
ſervation. | 

Rheumatiſms, properly ſo called, may be 
diſtinguifh'd into Acute and Chronic ones. An 


Acute Rheumatiſm is as much an inflammatory 
Piſtern* 


— 
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 Diſtemper as a Pleariſy or a Peripneumony ; but 


by reaſon the oftending Matter is not lodged on 


any of the noble parts, the conſequence is not 


ſofatal. Now people being illtreated in Acute 
Rheumatiſms, their Diftemper becoms a 
Chronic habitual one, which perhaps hangs 
upon *em for many years, with many inſtan- 
ces of which I have of late met. Now in A- 
cute Rheumatiſms, I always or moſtly uſe the 
laſt Method, only omit the Digeſtive Pouder ; 
and ſomtimes inſtead of the Bmbrocation, L 
bathe the Parts with good Elder Vinegar, or 


Vinegar impregnated with other Aromatics ; 


and let them drink plentifudly of Lemonade, or 
other acidulated Liquors. After the Diſtem- 
per is over, to confirm the Tone of the Parts, 
which can't fail. of being debilitated by the 


-great pains, I put them intoa Steel Courſe for 


three Weeks or a Month. In Chronic ones, 
where the Blood is ſizy, I uſe the ſame Me- 


'thod with the digeſtive Pouder; and in nei- 


ther of them {carce ever fail of Succeſs. But 
in Chronic Rheumatiſms, where the Blood is 
not fizy, I give the foremention'd Medicins, 
with Gum Guaiaci, &c. where they want Eva- 
cuations; which, as is elſwhere obſerved, be- 


' ing given indue quantities, never fails to prove 


'a noble Purge. But where they do not want 
evacuations, I altogether rely on proper Cha- 


| thbeats,ſuted to the Conſtitution. This Subje& 
]. alone deſerves a particular Treatiſe ; but I 


bave already promiſed ſo much, that I can't 
| K think 


146 An Eſſay concerning 
think of any ſuch thing, till what T am about 
is finiſhed, which willnot be in a ſhort time.] 


——_— — —ÞþJ 
_ 
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Of Conſumtions. 


Have little to ſay at preſent on this Subje&, 

but that Thave ſeen great numbers of Peo- 
ple under this circumſtance, to whom large 
quantities of Alkalies, all ſorts of Palſamics, 
and thoſe things called Peforals, have bin gi- 
ven without the' leaſt advantage ; tho I have 
ſeen others that have had the manifeſt ſigns of 
a confirm'd Phtifis or Conſumtion, who by 
'the plentifui nie of: proper Acids have bin re-: 
ducd from @ ate of dying to perfe&t Health, 

My Reaſons in {hort, according to the beſt 
Obſervations, for the uſe- of Acids, and the 
diſuſe of Alkaites, are as follow. 

. The Globules of the Blood, by reaſon of too 
great a quantity of Acrid, Alkalious, Lixi- 
vious Particles mix d witiz it, being broken, 

and confuledly mix'd with the Serum, are to- 
gether With the Serum admitted into the 
ſinall Glandules of the Lungs ; and not being 
capablc to be dilcharg'd, cauſe Inflammations 
there, and by conſequence HeCEtic Fevers, 
which always precede and accompany a Phtiſis 
or Conſumtion. Now by the ule of ATT 
and | 
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and Balſamics, theſe extravaſated, broken 
Globules are ſo far from being thrown our, 
and the deprav'd ſtate of the Blood from being 
alter'd, that it is made much worſe ; and by 
Balſamics the Puſtles, occaſion'd from the ex- 
travaſated Globules being admitted into the 
ſmall Glandules, are brought ro. Suppurarion, 
the neceſſary conſequence of which is an Ul- 
ceration 3 and when ſo tender a part as the 
Lungs is once ulcerated, he muſt ſhew himſelf 
an Artiſt indeed thar can heal ir. | 

Now proper Acids given in due time, con- 
firm the Texture of rhe Blood, and reduce the 
Serum to a ſtate of fluidiry, wherby rhe Fe- 
ver and Inflammation of the Lungs are taken 
off : and the extravaſated Globules of Blood, 
by means of a thin Serum, affifted by its quick 
motion 1n that part whea 1n a fluid ſtate, are 
by degrees carried off, and fo the Puſtles diſap- 

ear. 

j But it may be objected, How com the brok- 
en Globules of the Blood you ſo often men- 
tion, to be admitted with the Serum tnto che 
Glands of ſeveral parts, and yer cannor by the 
ſame reaſon be carried to the parts deſign®d 
with the Serumor Lympha, as itisſtiPd, whea 
it once coms into the Lympharic Veſſels ? 

To which I anſwer, Thar when they are 
firſt admitred into the Glands, I mean the 
broken Globules, coming' jult our of the ex- 
tremities of the Arteries, and being thun very 
hot, the ſides of them are lax, and in ſom mea- 
& 1 {ure 


\ 
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ſure capableof being compreſt or fqueez?d toge- 
ther; but when once admitted into the Glands, 
the motion of the Serum from them, thro the 
Lymphatic Veſſels, being very ſlow, they 
ſoon grow cool, and ſo more firm ; and by 
reaſon of the different figure of theſe broken 
Globules from the Pores, by which the Serum 
1s to pals from the Glands to the Lymphatic, 
Veſſels, they are not ſuffer'd to go thro with 


the Serum, as in the foremention'd inſtance of | 


Oil and Water : ſo that the Globules being ex- 
travaſated and without motion, corrupt, from 
which Corruption proceed all the ill Symtoms 
that accrue from the broken Globules of the 
Blood being admitted into the Glands. 

I am furniſhing my ſelf with Materials, in 
order to write a particular Tract concerning 
Conſumtions ; in the Cure of which Diſtem- 
per I hope to make more conſiderable Advances 
than have bin yet made, and therfore ſhall ay 
no more concerning it in this place. 

Burt to return to Acids. To confirm the 


truth of what I have ſaid, beſides my own Ob- 


ſervations, I remember Rzverizs, that famous 
Practitioner, ſomwhere ſays, That he ſeveral 
times cur'd a confirm*d Phtifis or Conſumtion, 
by giving only large quantities of Conſerve of 
. red Roles, well acidulated with Oil of Sulphur 
per Campanam. 

And now I am ſpeaking of that Oil, let me 


add the account Helmoxt gives of it in his Ar- | 
bor Vite; which tho it has no immediat rela- | 
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tion to the Point' in hand, yet may be perti- 
nent enough, to ſhew the good effects of Acids 
in keeping the Blood in a good Texture, and 
by that means prolonging Life, and preſerving 


us from Difeaſes. Moſes, who perhaps under- 


ſtood the Myſteries of Nature as well as any 
Man, and was guided by an infallible Spirir, 
ſays, that in the Blood is contain'd the Life. 
Now the Texture of theBlood being confirm'd, 
and its Globules whole, muſt go a great way 
towards prolongation of Life : .But on the con- 
trary, the Texture of the Blood being ſpoil'd, 
and its Globules broken (which they are by 


Alkalies) muſt in great meaſure ſhorten Life, 


and occaſion Diſeaſes. 
In the Year 1600, ſays Helmozxt, a certain 
Poor Man, being burden'd with many ſmall 


_ Children, complain'd to me that he was 58 


years of age, and if he ſhould chance to die, 


*his Children muſt goa begging. He ask'd of 


me ſomthing, wherby his Life might be pre- 
ſerv*'d. TI being a Young Man, and commuler- 
ating his Condition, conlider'd that a lighted 
Match of Brimſtone would preſerve Wine 
from Corruption; and therfore concluded, 
that the Acid Oil of Sulphur did neceſlarily fo 
contain this Flame of Sulphur, and all the Smell 
of it, that it ſelf was nothing elſe, meaning the 
Acid Spirit or Oil, but the Fume of Sulphur ir 


felf, imbib'd by its Mercurial Salr. Laſt of 


all, TI was confirm'd that the Blood was the 


Wine of our Lives ;. and that being preſery'd, 
K 3 if 
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if it occaſion'd not long Life, would at leaſt in 
ſom meaſure lengthen it, by our being guarded 
from Diſeaſes, and free from Pains. Wher- 
| foreI gave him a Por full of rhe diftilPFd Li- 
quor, or Oil of Sulphur, and likewiſe taught 
him to diſtil the ſaid Oil from kindled 
Brimſtone. I furthermore bid him take every 
Meal in the firſt draughr of Beer he drank, 
two drops of the ſaid Liquor, and by no means 
exceed it ; I being ſatisfied that two Drops 
did contain a large quantity of the Fume of 
Sulphuf. The Maa followed my Advice, and 
now walks about the Streets of Bruxels, be- 
ing 1641. And, which is more than all,. for 
the whole 40 years he never labor'd under any 
Diſtemper, tho once by a Fall on the Ice he 
broke his Leg near the Knee ; yet all the time 
he was under Cure he was free from a Fe- 
ver. He continued ſlender and lean, and tho 
in want of all neceſſities, liv'd to be thus old, 
The Nameof this old Man is Joh» Maſs, who 
. Terved in the Bed-Chamber of the Biſhop 
of Tpre when Count Egmont and Horny were | 
beheaded, and was then 25 years of 'age, 
The Truth of this Relation need not in the 
leaſt be doubted, the Man beingalive and well | 
when it was wrote. By which Inſtance 1t 1s 
plain, that Acids are not the Cauſe of Diſcaſes, 
but Preſervatives againſt them ; and whatever 
is a Preſervative from Diſtempers, by pa: 
rity of reaſon mult be of uſe to repel them, 
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A ſignal Inſtance of which I remember I 
have ſomwhere read, of a Perſon who ſuffered 
himſelf to be bit by a Viper, in order to try 
the good Effects of Monſieur Chayras's Vola- 
til Alkalious Salt of the ſame Animal, in pre- 
venting and taking off the Symtoms that at- 
tend the Fiting of the ſaid Creature. The 
Volatil Salt 4nd orher Antidotes were in large 
quantities given, but all in vain ; for inftead 
of allaying, rhe Symtoms 1o increaſed, thar 
nothing leſs was to be fear'd than the loſs of the 
poor Man's Life. To the beſt of my remems 
brance, nay I think I may be poſitive, it was 
in the Wrift where he was bitten ; but for all 
the Volatil Salts and other Antidotes, 1n alittle 
time his Arm was {weld fo big, and ſo high, 
that Amputation could do him no ſervice ; 
nay, all the By-ſtanders, that were many, 
gave him up for dead. Ar laſt a certain Per- 
ſon advis'd giving large quantities of only ſo 
ſimple an Acid as Juice of Citrons ; which im- 
mediatly abated the Symtoms, and retriev'd 
him from all manner of Danger. [Sce more 
of. this matter in my Accouat of the Cure of 
the Perſon bit by a Viper. ] 

We live in an inquiſitive Age, wherin Peo- 
ple have more ſenſe than to take things on 


truſt : The obtaining of the Blood both of heal- 


thy and diftemper'd Perſons, is not difficult ; 
and I deſire no greater juſtice, than that 
People would themlelves try the truth of what 
I have ſaid: and if after trial it be found that 
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the Blood of perſons in any of the foremen- 
tioned caſes, has any Acid abounding in it, I 
will own my {elf in the wrong ; but ſhall ne- 
ver take the leaſt notice of ſuch ſcurrilous An- 
ſwers as I have bin uſed to, nothing of that 
nature being in the leaſt valid with me that is - 
not confirm'd by well-atteſted Experiments. 


—_— 


T be Concluſion. 


T is, I ſuppoſe, allowed by all that Sex- 
Salt is an Acid, and for that reaſon only, 

we who eat ſo much Fleſh are not able to live 
without it. For all ſorts of Fleſh abounding 
with large quantities of volatil Alkalious 
Salts, if theſe were not in ſom meaſure lock'd 
up and mortified by the means of Sea-Salt, or 
(which is all one) what 1s the produtt of our 
Engliſh Brine-pits, which have their ſaltneſs 
from the ſame origin, viz. Currents of Water 
paſſing thro great Rocks of Salt ; which late 
Diſcoveries have made appear to be both in 
England, and many other parts of the World ; 
as for inſtance, one in Cheſhire, whoſe Vein is 

.. 20 Yards thick, and may be traced for many 
Miles together ; which alone is ſufficient to 
1mpregnat almoſt an Ocean of Waters: I ſay, 
were it not that the Volatil Alkaly containd in 
the Meat we eat was in ſom meaſure lockt up 
we or 
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or mortified by means of the foreſaid Salt, the 
| * eating of quantities of Meat would certainly 
deftroy us. [The conftant uſe of Bread alſo is 
of no ſmall advantage to us, it being a Sub- 
ſtance greatly abounding with Acid Particles, 

as by the analizing of it will eaſily appear. ] 
There is reaſon to believe, That before the 
Flood People did not eat Fleſh, bur liv'd alto- 
gether on Vegetables, as Fruits, Herbs and 
Roots ; which I ſuppoſe was one great reaſon of 
_ their Longevity. And it may be obſerv'd, 
that in Herefordſhire, and other Countries a-. 
bounding with Fruit, the People are longer 
liv'd than in thoſe Countries that want it. 
But had the Artediluvians eaten Fleſh, as 
we do now, I can't imagin what they would 
have don for Salt : for ſuppoling Dr. Burners 
Hypotheſis true (of which I think there is no 
reaſon to doubt, his Arguments being to me 
unanſ{werable) I ſuppoſe their Rivers muſt 
have bin altogether void of Saltneſs; and how 
they could com at Salt any other way, confider- 
ing the ſtate of their Earth, I can'c imagin : 
And for them to have eaten Meat withour 
Salt muſt neceſſarily have greatly prejudic'd 
their Healths, and ſhortned.their Lives. For 
we have ſ{eenin the late 1riſþ Wars great De- 
ſtruction and Deſolation. in our Army by eat- 
ing Meat without Salt, of which at one time 
there was a ſcarcity ; whole Regiments having 
| bin ſwept away together with Fevers and Flux- 
&, But the Artediluvians living on Vege- 
__ _ rables, 
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tables, had no need of Salt, there being a ſuf- 
ficient quantity of Acidity in them to confirm 
the Texture of their Blood, and preſerve them 
from Diſeaſes. | 

That the Food of the Amtediluvians was 
only Herbs, and the eating of Fleſh was' not 
allowed till the Waters of the Flood were a- 
bated, the following Texts evince. Gen. 1.29. 
After God had ſaid to Adam, Be fruitful, and 
zultiply, and repleniſh the Earth, and had gi: ' 
ven him Dominion overthe Creatures, it coms 
in; Azd.God ſaid, Behold, I have given you 
every Herb bearing Seed, which is upon the face of 
all the Earth, and every Tree in which is the 
Fruit of a Tree yeilding Seed ; to you it ſhall be 
for Meat. Aiter the Waters of the Flood were 

gon, God blefſes Noah and his Sons, as he had 
before doa Adam, and ſaid to them, Be fruits 
ful, and multiply, and repleniſh the Earth; and 
then gives them Dominion over the Creatures : 
afrer which he ſays, Ch. 9. 3. Every moving 
thing that lives ſhall be Meat for you; even as - 
the green Herb have I given you all things. 
Now after the uſe of Fleſh was allow?d, we 
find no one perſon, Noah excepted, who ar- 
rived to the Age of any of the Antediluvian 
Fathers, the natural reaſon of which is very 
plain. | 

Since I have bin mentioning Sea-Salt, I 
ſhall make bold to relate a ſtrange and acci- 
dental Cure wrought on a Perſon in a Tympa- 
zitis, g1ven Over as incurable by the moſt emi- 
neat 
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[nent Phyſicians of Exgland, by barely im- 


merging her two or three times over Head in 
Sea-Water. | 

The Perſona was Daughter to an eminent 
Citizen of Worceſter; ſhe had labor'd under a 
Tympanitis three or four Years : her Father ap- 
plied to moſt of the eminent Phylicians for Ad-. 
vice, but all they could do fignified nothing. 
He has ſeveral times told me,that his Cloak,tho 
he was a corpulent Man, would not lap round 
her, her Abdomen was {wel'd ſo big, and ſhe 
then not above ten Years of Age. It happen'd 
one Morning that her Mother, two Brothers, 
ner ſelf, and a Maid-ſervant, were bitten by 
a little Dog they had, that was grown mad. 
Advice was preſently given by Dr. Johnſon, 
an eminent Phyſician then in Worceſter, that 
they ſhould all go to the Salt-Waters to be 
dipt ; (obſerve by the way the efficacy of theſe 
Waters in preventing the dreadful Symtoms 
that attend thoſe bitten by Mad-Dogs.) The 
Mother, with her two Sons and Maid-ſervant 


prepar'd to go; but ſhe did not delign to take 


her Daughter with her, ſuppoſing ,her not ca- 
pable of living till ſhe came to the Journeys 
end. The poor diſtreft Child ſeeing %em all 
going away without her, told her Father he 
took care of every body elſe, but valued nor 
what became of her ; on which he being moy- 


, ed with compaſſion, reſolv'd ſhe ſhould go, 


let the event be what it would. Accordingly 
ſhe was carried down, and when ſhe came to 
k be 
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be dipt, it was as much as two Men could do, | 
to immerge her over Head: Afrer they were 
| all dipt, they were. carried to an adjacent 
Houſe, and put to Bed, where ſhe Had not bin 
many Hours, but ſhe call'd for a Pot, and pif- 
ſed ſeveral Quarts, even more at that one time, 
than ſhe had don ſom Months before ; and 
when they return'd to Worceſter, which was 
within a few days, ſhe run out of the Boat to 
her Father without any help, tho ſhe had 
not bin able to ſtand of a year or two before, 
To be ſhort, without any other help, ſhe was 
perfectly cur'd of her Tympaniti, and is now | 
a tall, ſlender, healthy Woman as any I know, 
I have mention'd this thing, becauſe I find 
it no where taken notice of, and it may be of 
ſervice to others. Nay, Iam told a certain 
obſcure Perſon in Herefordſhire has cur'd ſeveral || 
by the ſame Method, to his great Advantage, | 
who withal ſays, it never once failed him. 
TI beg the Lady*s pardon for writing this 
Relation without her leave ; but ſince I haye 
no other end 1n it than to ſerve Mankind, I 
doubt not Iſhall be excuſed. : 
Helmont poiitively ſays, and I have found 
it true, That Spirit of Sea-Salt which is an 
exalted Acid, 1s acertain Remedy in the Srran- 
gary, a Diſtemper generally ſaid to proceed 
trom Acids; which if it dos, inſtead of be- 
ing cur'd, muſt be highly exaſperated by Spi- 
rit of Sea-Salt, the contrary of which I have 
frequently experienced. Helmont — 
elſe 
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elſe ſays of it, E/# namque Acidifſimmus, nec ſibi 
par habet remedium extinguendis ardoribus U= 
rine, etiam preſente in Veſica Calculo. 

'T remember not long ſince an Eminent Phy- 
fician told me, that bare Juice of Lemons 
would ſooner take off the Heat of Urin in Peo- 
ple that are, as we call it, clap'd, than Emul- 
ſions, or any thing commonly uſed : which 
ſince I have found true ; and alſo that the U- 
rin of ſuch Perſons abounds more with Volatil 
Alkalious Salt, than that of ſound People : 
Upon which I have bin induc'd to try whether 


the Acid Spirit of Guaiacum, which that Wood 


affords in large quantities, would not be more 
prevalent in the Cure of confirmed Poxes, 
than the bare Infuſion or DecoCtion of the ſaid 


ke 


Wood ; which in conjunQion with Cinnaber 


|. of Antimony or common Cinnaber, and Guns 
| Guazaci, I have frequently given with good 


ſucceſs in confirm'd Poxes; nay, ſom that 
have eluded the Force of a regular Salivation, 
I have cur'd by this Method, 

I am apt to believe, if the refified Acid 
Spirits obtainable from moſt, if not all Woods, 
were us'd, they would be found to be great 
Specifics in moſt Diftempers, eſpecially Chro- 
nical ones. And TI have great reaſon to think 
that reQified Spirit of Afb, taken for a con- 
ſiderable time together morning and evening 
ina proper Vehicle, would prove a noble Me- 


_ dicin, in gradually waſting Stones already 


And 


torm'd either in the Kidnys or Bladder. 
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* And ſince I have mention'd Speczfics, T own 
it may be rationally objeted, That my Doc- 
Qrin of Acids dos mightily thwart that of Spe- 
cifics, of which many, that are neither Alka- 
lies nor Acids, ſeldom fail of curing Diſtem- 


pers, as likely ro be ſuppoſed to proceed from | 


Alkalious Particles abounding, as any what- 
ever. 

To which I anſwer, that T have only 
brought my DoQtrin upon the Stage, as a ge- 
neral one, in oppoſition to that general and 
pernicious oneof Alkalies. For ſhould Ideny 
the DoQrin of Specifics, I muſt deny. matter 


of fat ; which I ſhall never do till totally de- 


priv'd of my Reaſon. 

There 1s a little Herb called Paronychia cum 
Foliis Rutaceis, or Whitlow Graſs, with Leaves 
like Rue; which the Honorable Mr. Boyd re- 


commends as a Specific in the King's Evil: 


This Herb I have immerg'd both in moderatly 
Acid and Alkalious Liquors, and could per- 
ceive no Lex or Efferyeſcency ; yet I have 
known it do wonders in the foremention'd 
Diſtemper, without having the leaſt ſenſible 
Operation : I ſhall give one inſtance. 

A poor Woman 1n Worceſter having an only 
Childof about ten Years of Age, who by wea- 
ving Bone-lace maintained both her and it ſelf, 
made a great complaint to me one day that ſhe 
was undon. TI asked her the cauſe ; ſhe rold 
me, her Child who kept her in her old Age 
from Begging, had for two Years had Scro- 
phulous 
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n | phulous Tumors in and near her Privities ; 
A and that about three Months before, one of 
* the ſaid Tumors began to ulcerat ; and that 
\. | now the Ulcers were got into her Body, which 
* made her uncapable of Sitting, I went im- 
n | mediatly with the Woman to ſee her Daugh- - 
t= ter, and found what ſhe ſaid was true, the 


poor Girl being the moſt miſerable SpeQacle 
ly | T ever ſaw.. I remembring what Mr. Boy/ 


be had ſaid concerning Paronychia, and being ſuf- 
id ficiently ſatisfied there was no reaſon to doubt 
y of any thing he had ſaid, when related' as 
4 matter of Fact on his own Knowledg, refol- 


-. | ved to try it upon this Girl. I firſt purged 
her three or four times with Calamelanos, Re- 


"Y zin of Jallap, and Cremor Tartar ; .and after- 

ot wards gave her two large Handfuls of the ſaid 

E: Herb dried, ordering her to put it into two 

I: Gallons of ſmall Beer after it had don working, 

ly and to let it ſtand ſix days, and then drink it 

be for her conſtant Drink : She continued to take 

m it for about two Months, in which time, with- 
24 out applving any thing to the Ulcers ſave clean 
le | Clothes, both Ulcers and Tumors vaniſh'd ; 

and ſhe continued well till I left Worceſter, | | 
ly which was two years after the Cure, and is il 
he {o ſtill for ought I can hear, having ſeveral C | 
If times inquir'd after her. | bf 
x [I have ſeveral times ſince made uſe.of the | 
1d {aid Herb with good ſucceſs, tho I cannot ſay 
Je it will always ſucceed, there being ſom Scyophy- 
ed low Caſes, wherin nothing .yet known = 
rake 
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take the leaſt place. I have ſeldom recoms-.* 


mended Medicins without full trial, but at 


this time ſhall preſume to propoſe the uſe of 
Sraveſacre, applied by way of Pultice to 1n- . 


veterat ſcrophulous Tumors, at the ſame time 
uſing ſuch evacuating Medicins as won't de- 
bilitate Nature. The reaſons for my recom- 


mending it I think not” fit to take notice of } 


now ; but if I find it anſwers expeQation, I 
ſhall do it hereafter. ] 
Another Inſtance of the Operation of Spe- 


cifics, without their being either Alkalies or” | 
Acids, is that frequently experimented De- 
coction of Mercury, after having bin boil'd a. 


conſiderable time in Water, which has btn 
found not to loſe the leaſt Grain of its former 


Weight, or impart either Taſteor Color to the 


Water; yet the Water in which the Mercury 


was decoted, has not fail'd of killing and , 


bringing away Worms, when other celebra- 
ted Medicins have. 

Likewiſe Crocus Metallorum, and other Pre- 
parations of Aztimony, being barely infus'd 
in Wine, without loſing the leaſt Grain of 
their Weight, or imparting either Smell, 
Taſte, or Color ro the Wine 1n*which they are 
intfus'd, never fail of giving the Wine a' vio» 
lently Emertic Quality, I have at ſeveral 
times pour'd above 20 Quarts of Canary upon 
the ſame Ounce of Crocus Metallorum pouder'd, 
and found the laſt Quart as violently Emettic 
as the firſt ; thoafter nice trial, I could not per- 
ceive 
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ceive the Pouder diminiſh'd orie Grain in 


Weight, or had, as before obſerved, caus'd 


the leaſt ſenſible Alteration in the Wine.. + 
The Cortex, that noble Specific in all inter- 


| mitting Fevers, I don'tapprehend to perform 


its office either as an Alkaly or Acid ; tho be- 
ing mix'd with Acids, it dos its work much 
better than without em. + - | | 

It isa general Complaint againſt that noble 
Medicin, and is the only occaſion of deterring 
ſom from the uſe of-ir, That being givenin 
never ſo large quantities, eſpecially 1n Quar- 
tans, it only puts off the Fit for a time, but dogs - 
got totally eradicat the Diſtemper, 'which re- 
turns after a certain period. To obviat which * 
Inconvenience I have bitiadviſed togive it after 
the following manner, which ſeldom ornevyer 
fails of preventing the return of the Diſtemper: 

Two Hours before the Fit, I give a gentle 


| Emettic; after that has don working, an 0- 


piat ; when the Fit is over, I give the quan- 
tity of a large Nutmeg of the following E- 
leuary with the DecoCtion, and repeat it e- 
very 4 hours for five or ſix days, ordering my 
Patients to eat ſomthing of eaſy digeſtion with- 
in an hour after each Doſe, After five or 
ſix days, I give it only firſt inthe Morning, 
and at five in the Afternoon for a Week, eats 


ing ſomthing after each Doſe. 


Rr Cort. Peruviani eleft. Une. unam; 
reducetur in pulverem impalpabilem & 
0 turns 
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Immediatly after each Doſe I give about z/ ; 
quarter of a Pint of the following Decoctiong 


B Cort. Peruviani elect. Unc. unam- 
Rad. Gentiane Dracm. auas 
Flor. Centaurii Pap. dros 
Aq. Font. T6 quatuor, | : 208 
Bulliantur ad. dimidie partis conſumtionem, O' 
 coletur ; colatura reſervetur ad uſum, Tl 
£-4 
By this Method I have known three or fol 
Ounces of the Cortex perfettly cure Quartans 
without any Relapſe, after taking a Poundvox, 
more in the common Method, which has oft. 
ly put by the Fits for a time. h Fl 
The Reaſons, as I apprehend, why this. 
method of giving it ſhould be more prevalent: 
than that commonly us'd, are ; the Particles of. 
the Cartex being very firm, the Medicin beigg 
taken, and the Patient faſting three or fous 
Hours after it, it ſlides out of the Stomach in 
to the ſmall Guts, and ſo on : the ſmall Guts: 
being emty, there is not preſſure' enough to' 
{queeze but a ſmall quantity of it into thej 
LaReal Veſſels; ſo that the greateſt part-of 
it is carried away as Excrement : But the Pa- 
tient eating ſomthing of eaſy.digeſtion, within 
io ſmall a time as an Hour after it, that eaten, 
is turn'd into Chyle before the Particles of the} 
| Cortes 
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Cortex" can be carried'off; and the Chyle be- 


ing of' a viſcous Nature, retains the ſmall Par- 
ticles, and carries*em with it into the Blood : 


that the Blood is more impregnated -by one 


D6fe given this way, than with twenty Doſes 
without preſently eating after it. | 

To confirm the truth of what I have faid 
concerning the firmneſs of the Particles of the 
Cortex ; if you boil it never ſo well, the clear 
Deco&tion will ſcafce cure a Qpotidian, or Ter- 
tin, Agne : wheras the Cortex after it hasbin 


well boitd, being reduc'd to Pouder, andgiven 


after the foreſaid manner, will cure a Quarter. 
*Tt would -be. i great Bleſſing to the Com- 
monwealth of Phyſic, if there was a faithful 
Record kept of all the Cures wrought by ſimple 
Medicins, wherby Phyſicians might arrive to - 
a certainty of curing more” Diſtempers, than 
that of Agues; which I neve&Fexpe& to ſee, 
{o"long as tedious, nonſenſical Compoſitions 
are depended on. 

Tdon't remember any of the antient or mo- 


dern Botannic Writers have mention'd the 


Leaves of Aſſarabacca to have any other quality 
than that of a violent Purger by Vomit and 
Stool: But Mr. Pz#, a late eminentand learned 
Jo 7 good Friend, 
told me; that he foundit to be one of the moſt 


"| noble Purgers of the Head he ever knew, ha- 


ving a different Operation from any other Me- 
dicin he ever met with ; that the ſnuffing up 


| of three, four, or five Grains of the Pouder of 


L 2 the 
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the dried Leaves at Night going to Bed, would: 
on the Morrow, . without diſturbing reſt-that 
Night, bur rather cauſing it, -occafion the dif- 
charge of a. vaſt quantity of ſerous Matter 
from the Glands of the Noſe; nay, would. 
 ſomtimes laſt for two or three Days, without | 
being in the leaſt a Sternutatory. ”  ' 
By the repeated uſe of this Pouder alone, I 
have known the moſt violent confirmed Head-. 
achs imaginable taken off, after they have & 
luded the efficacy of the moſt noble, celebrat- 
ed Cephalics: But this ought to be mindet 
That whoever takes this Medicin,muſt confine 
themſelves to their Houſes, and keep as warm 
as if they had taken'the moſt violent Purge. , 
I have bin told by a certain Gentleman, who 
uſes a great quantity of the Pouder of this Herb 
among his poor Neighbors after the foreſaid 
manner, that he was once induced to uſe itn | 
a Deafneſs of long ſtanding : he gave the Pa- 
tient four or five Grains to ſnuff up into. each 
Noſtril every fourth or fifth Night, and" or- 
der'd three Grains every Night to be blown 
with a Quil into each Ear ; and in a Fortnight 
the Party recover*d his Hearing as well as ever. 
Nor long ſince I was, told by a worthy 
Gentleman, that a Perſon who had bin deaf 14 
Years, was induc'd to try whether the Aſſar« 
bacca would do him any Service, andin a little 
time, uſing it after the forementioned manner, 
ie was perfeQtly reſtord to his Hearing. 
I could expariate largely concerning way 
| fe] 
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ſpecific Remedies. But what I have faid is 
enough to ſatisfy the World, that I allow the 
DoEtrin of Specrfigs; nay T think it ought to be 
lamented it 1s not more cultivated. 

T have bin told by ſom intelligent Perſons, 
who have much convers'd with the Natives of 
Weſft-India, that the DoQtrin of. Specifics (is 
mightily cultivated by thoſe barbarous People, 
wherby they have arriv'd to a certainty in cu- 
ring moſt Diſtempers ; and that to ſee People 
of 120, and 130 Years of Age, is as common, 
ss in Exslayd to ſee People of 60. Now what 


| a ſhame is it for us who live in a learned and 
* Inquiſitive Age, to be outdon by thoſe bar. 


barous and illiterat People? Nay, for ought I 
know, the greateſt part of our Skill we had 
from them,. or a People altogether as ignorant. 

The Phyſicians of Exrope are not arriv'd to 
ſo great a certainty 1n any thing, as 1n the cure 
of Agues; and: who may- we thank for that 
but the poor Indians, who imparted to us the 


uſe of their famous Bark ? 


_ From whence had- Hzppocrates, that Father 
of Phyſicians, his Skill, but by collefing the 
common Obſervations ? which alone made him 
{o famous throaut the World. But the State of 


| Nature is much alter'd in that long traGt of 


time-ſince he lived ;' and the difference of our 
Climat from that wherin he lived, makes his 


Obſervations not altogether hold good with us. 


So that if we will arrive to any certainty in 
our Art, we muſt make nice Obſervations of 
our own. L 3 Helmont 


4 : | 

166 An Eſſay concerning 
 * Helmont inhis Treatiſe of Fevers ſays, Quif, | 
que Artificum facit quod promittit, Statuarin | 
nempe Statuam, Calcearins Calceos jpdubie pare; 
ſolus autem Medicus nil audet ex arte ſponders 
ſud, quis nititur Fundamentis incertis, per agtr 
dens duntaxat, ſubinde, atque doloſe proficu, 
Which is, that there is a certainty in all Prg 
fefſions but that of a Phyſician ; and. it is al 
together our own Faults, for want of due Oh, 
lerqon, that we aCt on ſuch Uncertainties a 
we do. | 4 

But toreturn to the buſineſs of Acids; Why 

reat benefit dos Mankind in general receie 
om Mineral-Spring-Waters ? All of which 
are-allow?d to be Acids ; and according to the 
difference of the Acid contain'd in *em, they 
have difterent Operations. Som of them, .as 
Aon, Epſom, Dullidg, Northal, &c. abound- 
ing with Alumingws, as well as Vitriolic Pat- 
ticles, work by Stool. Others, as Twxbridg, | 
Aſtrop, Ilmingtos, &c. abounding with Vir 
olic Particles only, are Alteratives, and geng- 
rally carried off by Urin. The Bath-Waters, 
abounding- with Nitro Sulphureoys Particles, 
have a diftcrent Operation from any. of the for- 
mer, bur are generally carried off by Urin, 
tho ſomtimes by Sweat. 

There is ſcarce a Perſon laboring under any 
Chronical Diftemper, or ill habit of Body, 
whole Fortune or Buſineſs will permit him; 
but at the proper Seaſon » ſent to one of the 
toremention'd Places ; and I believe, to our ao 
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oreat Credit, that more People are freed from 


| © Chronical Diſtempers by the uſerof Mineral 


Waters, than by all other Preſcriptions : Tho 
Iam well ſatisfied that Mineral Waters, not 
properly taken, do frequently a great deal of 


Miſchief, | 


Beſides the ſervice don to Mankind by drink- 
ing Minetal.Waters, what advantage accrues 
to many Jabvring under ſom ſort of Nervous 
Diſtempers, &*c, by merely bathing in the 
Nitro-ſulphureous Hot Baths ? But this ought 


*to-be obſerved, that the bathing in Hot Baths 


is only ſerviceable to thoſe whoſe Nerves are 
contracted ; but in all Caſes where the Parts 
are relaxed, it is highly pernicious. 

There is alſo a new way of Sweating by 
means of the Volatil Acid Steams arifing Bis 
the evaporating Brine, 1n making Salt at 
our Engliſh Salt-pits, lately invented by Mr. 


Henry Hoages of -Droytwych 1n Worceſterſhire, 


wherby ſeveral great things have bin don, even 
where the Bath, common Hummums and Bag- 
nios have altogether proved ineffeQtual. I am 
forry I am where I cannot procure a number of 
Experiments to inſert in this place, which 
might be of ſervice to Mankind : but to ſupply 
their room, I ſhall add ſomthing doa 1na little 
Bathing-Houſe I erefted of my own, wherin 
I imitared, if not outdid the way of: ſweating 
at Droztmych; but my many Avocations hin- 


_ tred me from proſecuting it. 
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T procurid ſom of the Virgin-Salt from the 
Salt-Rock in Cheſbire ;- and, as Thad occaſion, » 
diſſolv'd a convenient quantity in Spring-Wa- 
ter, makinga Brineas ſtrong as that obtainable. 
from the Brine-Pits; with this Brine I fild 
a large Iron Pot, which had Pipes of Wood 
that went from it to a little Room over-head, 
made convenient for People to {[weatin ; Under 
my Pot I made a fire, which both warm'd the 
Room, and made the Brine to þoul ; and from 
the boiling Brine aroſe ſuch quantities of Steams 
as filld my. Room, which, when warmed and* 
full of Steams, was fit for uſe : I had, beſide 
| the large Pipes which ſupplied the whole 
2 Room, ſeveral others of different lengths, by . 
the means of ' which I more forcibly conveyed" 
the Steamms to any particular part. By this way 
of Sweating,” I knew a Gentlewoman cu- 
red, as was alſo one at Droytwych, of an in» 
veterat Leproſy, which had eluded the Effica+ 
cy of all other Medicins and Baths; It rarely 
fail'd taking off the moſt violent old Aches and 
Pains. In-all Relaxations of the Nerves and 
Tendons, I neyer met with any thing compa- 
rable to it. 'To be ſhort, I fqund it as good 
as the Bath in moſt things, and in'many out- 
did 1t; and I believe Mr Hodges, computing 
the rime he uſed the way of Sweating at his 
Brine-Pits, and the number of People he had, 
ean produce a greater Catalog, and more con= | 
ſiderable Cures wrought, than have bin at the 
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-But here it may fairly be objeQed, that I al- 
low the bathingin Ho Baths to be only ſervi- 


ceable wherethe Parts arecontrated, and per- ' 


nicious where they are relaxgg: Yet I com- 


mend the bathing in theſe hot Steams, as of 


admirable uſe where the parts arerelaxed ; 1n 
which there ſeems a plain ContradiQion. 
'To which I anſwer : That while Peopleare 


incormpaſſed ' in the Steams, - and ſweating, 
there is a univerſal Relaxation of all the Parts; 


but the Steams proceding from the Diffolution 
of the Virgin Salt, which 1s full of Volatil A+ 
cid Particles, the parts being greatly relax'd in 


. Sweating, are capable. of receiving the ſaid 


Particles into them, wherby, as ſoon as the 


ſweating is over, they regain a greater Vigor 


and Contraction. Oy 

I hope by the means of Experimental Philo» 
ſophy, ſo happily begun and incourag'd by 
that admirable, and never ſufficiently to be 
valued Mr. Boyl, to ſee the Art of Phyſic-ar- 
rive to as great a Certainty and PerfeCtion as 0- 


ther Arts and Sciences. For, as I before ob-- 
ſerved, by chymically analyzing the Blood and 
Juices, both in their natural and morbid ſtates, 


we may arrive to {om certaigty in the know- 
ledg of the Cauſe of Diſtempers, of which I 


am afraid we have hitherto bin greatly igno- | 


rant; and when once their Cauſes are thorow- 


FT Iy known, their Cure will not be difficult. 


I ſhall conclude in the Words of that indu- 
ſtrious Philoſopher by the Fire, Helmozt, in his 
| _ Trea- 
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Treatiſe De Lithiafi. ' In noſftris farnis legimut; 
p08 eſſe in Natura certins' ſciends genus ad cog- 
noſcendum per cauſas radicales & conſtithtivgs 
rerum; quam dum ſcitur quid, quantumque in ve 
quaque ſit contentum. ta quidem ut cognitio & 
connexio cauſarum, non conſtant clarins, quam 
cumres ipſas ita recluſeris, ut coram prodeant, a 
velut tecum loquantur. Siquidem entia realia, 
duntaxat ſtantia, in ſuis primordialibus, & ſuc: 
cedentibus in ſeminum Principits, adeoque in ve- 
74 entitate Subſtantiali dant notitiam, & profe- 
runt cauſam cognoſcendi Naturam Corporum, me- 
diorum & extremitatum, Quippe ſunt cauſe gt- 
nerationis, exiſtentie & permutationis, ſecundum 
iþſorum radicem, quoniam (teſte Raimundo) ut> 
cunque Logicus habeat profundum ingenium Argu- 
mentabile, aut Naturale, de rebus extrinſecis; 
famen nunquam per aliquam rationem que wvenit 
ad fenſum, poterit direftt cognoſcere, nec Judi 
cari, cum quali natura, aut virtute, per fortt 
tudinem intrinſecus, habeat Multiplicatio gran, 
creſcere ſuper terram, niſi pro ſimilitudinario ab 
obſervatione deſumto. Nec ſciet unquam, quo 
modo ſemen in terra pullulet, creſcat, & colligat 
fruttum : Niſi cum aottrina experimentali pris 
intraverit in noſtram Philoſophiam Naturalem, 
& non Sophiſticam ſermocinalem illam, quenaſ- 
_ citur Logicis, per diverſas preſumtiones Phin- 
taſticas; quicum prognoſticationibus ſequellarum, 
contra vim Nature, faciunt multos pertinacitr 
errare in Sophiſticatione mentis. Quia per noſ- 
tram mechanicam Scientiam, intelleFma eſt retire 
ficatys, 


_ 
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| fcatus, vi experientie, reſpetin oculi, & vere 


notitia mentalis. Imo experientie noſtre ſtant 
ſuprs probationes Phantaſticas Concluſionum ; 
ideoque nec eas tolerant : Sed omnes alias Scientias 
oſtendunt vivaciter intrare in intelleium. Una 
deinceps intelligimus per Naturam, intus iliud, 


' quod eſt, & qualeeſt. Quia per talem Scientiam, 


intelleFus ſtat denudatus ſuperfluitatibus & er- 
roribus, qui ipſum ordinario removent a veritate, 
propter preſumtiones & prejudicata credita in con- 
cluſionibus. Hinc enim noſtri ſe direxerunt ad 
intraudum per quamlibet ſcientiam (in omnen 
experientiam) per artem, juxta Natur# curſum, 
in ſuis univocis principits. Spagyria enim ſola 
eſt ſpeculum vert intelleftus ; monſtratque tan- 
gere, &* videre weritates earum in claro lumine. - 
Nec fert arguments logicalia, quia nimis remote 
& longinqua, de claro lumine. Ideoque tiabet ta- 
bula (maragdina : Per hoc gewus demonſtranai, fu- 
Liet ate omnis obſcuritas, & acquiritur tibi omnis 
fortitudinis fortitudo fortis, vincens omnia ſubti= 
lia, &* ſolida penttrans. Propterea vocor Hermes 
Triſmegiſtus, habens tres (id eſt omnes) Partes 
Philoſophie, atque totius mundi Teleſmon ; Ha 
ille inter orare ergo & pulſare, ſupponitur Medium 
in Nataralibns, querendi per ignems. 
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